
 

 

 
 

Minutes of St. Peter’s Offham PCC 

Tuesday 28 August 2018, 7:30 pm in the church hall 

 
Present: Roland and Brenda Gough, Rachael Brown, Andrew and Caroline Featherstone, Beth 

Bates, Cynthia Orwell, Jenny Money, Janice Doran, Fiona Reece, Diane Costall and ther 

Venerable Martin Lloyd Williams, Archdeacon of Brighton and Lewes. 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

 

1.1 Members were welcomed by the Churchwarden with a special welcome to Archdeacon 

Martin and to Mrs Pamela Conlon. 

1.2 There were apologies for absence from Phyl Burchett, Ursula Hare and Chris and Dave 

Glover. 

1.3 The Archdeacon opened the meeting with a prayer. 

1.4 The Churchwarden asked for some moments of silence to honour the memory of 

Andrew Stewart-Roberts, a long-serving member of this body and generous benefactor 

of the church. 

1.5 Pamela Conlon was unanimously elected as a new member of the PCC. 

 

2. Approval of the minutes for the 1 July 2018 meeting.  

 

   2.1 Andrew corrected the minutes of the 1 May 2018 meeting to read that he was to draft a 

stewardship letter, not that he was at present drafting one. 

2.2 Under the section of Rachael Brown's cover duties, it was clarified that Roland will 

arrange for baptisms and weddings, and that Pamela and Dave will also assist in serving 

communion by offering the chalice as well as setting up for the communion. 

2.3 The date on the heading of the edited version should read Wednesday 11 July 2018, not 

1 July. 

 

3. There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Treasurer's Report, Andrew Featherstone 
 

4.1 The treasurer’s report had been sent to all members prior to the meeting by email. There 

were no questions or comments. Some particular points noted were: £1,000–£1,500 in 

deficit over the year; £2,000 now in bank; £85,000 in the Baldwin fund; we are now 

down £3,000 per annum from a donor lost; now saving £4,500 in clergy funds. 

4.2 Apart from an overview of the report, the Treasurer gave special attention to the outline 

of the financial forecast for 2019 that he has produced to support the drafting of the 

stewardship letter. This forecast was based on the 2017 outcome and current 

performance and assuming a non-stipendiary priest. This shows a deficit of £9,600. He 

then stated, as in his report, that in preparing the budget for 2019 the PCC should 



consider what other things can be done to increase income and/or reduce expenditure. 

There then followed some discussion as to what possibilities there might be. Jenny 

asked if the rectory could be rented out and the Archdeacon said he would inquire as to 

this possibility. 

4.3 The Treasurer's draft of the stewardship letter was presented and reviewed. A discussion 

then followed with general approval of the draft. One point was raised that the final 

letter should begin on a positive note. The Archdeacon advised that it begin with "a 

good news story", implying that additional funds were needed to keep the momentum 

up. But there was agreement that the letter needed to make clear the urgent need for 

greater donation. It was also suggested that a "target" should be mentioned, say to get a 

hundred people to give twenty pounds a month. The letter would be sent out by post to 

all on the electoral roll and under the authority of the Churchwarden and Rural Dean. 

The Treasurer then agreed to revise the draft reflecting the comments of the PCC and 

would circulate it as soon as possible. 

4.4 The Treasurer voiced his concern over the high cost of the mowing at Hamsey and the 

need to have someone specifically responsible for this work. It costs £150 a cut which 

generally takes place every summer just before the evensong services. He suggested 

that we investigate whether the work next year could be carried out at a lower rate. 

Janice suggested Bob might manage to find a new person and Jenny also said she could 

inquire. It was left that Bob would liase with whomever Jenny might find. And Caroline 

suggested a notice be put in the Parish Newsletter. 

 

5. Churchwarden's Report, Roland Gough 
 

5.1 The Warden thanked everyone for their continued support and good work. We function 

as usual with good congregations. There have been two weddings with another at the 

coming weekend and a further one booked for next year. And we have had four 

baptisms so far with two more booked for the future. 

5.2 The Rendall's bench has been repaired at no cost by the man Andrew found. 

5.3 Still awaiting the report from Richard Crook. 

5.4 No further news on the painting. 

5.5 The stone at the top of pillar No 3 has been repaired and secured at £260. 

5.6 One chair in the hall has been broken. The members were asked if five more chairs 

should be acquired as would be sufficient to go into the church as well. Pamela said that 

the set of chairs had been bought by Michael and suggested we buy a further round 

number of five. She will consult and come back with a proposal. 

5.7 Thanks were extended to Jenny for finding the plumber, a local man, who has replaced 

the tap in the cloakroom free of cost. 

 

6. Friends of Hamsey Report, Caroline Featherstone 
 

These points from her report, available on request: 

 

6.1 The final Evensong will be on 2 September 2018. All services have been well attended 

this year. 

6.2 The Friends have been opening the church on a regular basis and will continue up to 

the end of September, thereafter, only at weekends. 

6.3 A keybox has been installed at Hamsey Place Farmhouse. 

6.4 The Friends have been in discussion with Richard Crook, the church architect, and 

Historic England (English Heritage), about the next phase of work, for which a grant 



will be required. The next step is to investigate whether the cement rendering on the 

south side of the nave should be removed and the flint wall made good. Approval is 

being sought to remove a small area of the cement. 

6.5 The annual carol service will be on Sunday 9 December at 3:00 pm, with the Rural 

Dean, the Reverend Judith Egar. 

 

7. Deanery Report, Brenda Gough 
 

7.1 The full report is available on request. Brenda and Roland attended two meetings since 

her last report, one in Arlington and one in Alfriston. We are one of two parish 

vacancies in the diocese; the other is East Blatchington. The new incumbent at Alfriston 

is the Rev. Steven Stuckes who was last chaplain in Bern, Switzerland. They heard a 

talk by Jayne Prestwood, officer for Lay Vocation and Ministry, a new position in the 

diocese. She spoke on vocation and the training of lay readers, now just two years rather 

than four. It is seen as a parish-based ministry and will focus on pastoral care, youth 

and children's ministry. They also heard an interesting talk by the Director of Family 

Support Work. It reaches out to families who are struggling, especially those with 

mental health problems. The Deanery will have a support practioner who will get to 

know the area, the schools where fifty per cent of referrals are from GPs as well as 

health workers. He or she will then begin to work with these families to help solve their 

problems. A new Support Practitioner will begin work along the coast from Seaford to 

Peacehaven in September and eventually a rural team north of the A27 will be formed. 

7.2 At the July meeting a farewell was given to Hugh Barnes-Fallowby, a long-standing 

member of Synod, who also served on the Standing Commitee of the Deanery Synod 

and who was instrumental in having Lewes included in the new title "Brighton and 

Lewes Archdeaconry". Milly Murphy, the treasurer, reported that financially, the 

Deanery is doing fairly well – "a little under the actual cost to the diocese, but we're 

doing our bit". 

 

8.  Address by the Venerable Martin Lloyd Williams 
 

The Archdeacon described his talk as essentially an "update". He began by complimenting 

us on how well we have been doing to date as evidenced by the meetings and various reports. 

As to how the parish will look in the near future, he said it would likely become part of a 

United Benefice, that is, we would be sharing a priest with one or two nearby parishes, 

perhaps Plumpton and/or Plumpton Green. In mid-September he will meet with Bishop 

Martin. He personally hoped to find and recommend an interregnum priest who could take 

over the parish for up to two years, which would free us from having to have celebrants on 

a rota, until we become part of a United Benefice. He says we need to "bring the liturgy up 

to date". He did not encourage us to hope for another full-time rector for the foreseeable 

future, as there are just not enough priests. The treasurer questioned the level of costs with 

a shared priest. The reply was that we need to stipulate what we can pay. He asked us to 

consider our hopes and aspirations as a parish, "where we are seeing God at work", our need 

to "re-image" ourselves. From the members, the thoughts expressed reflected, in the main, 

various ways of reaching out to new and younger inhabitants of the parish, as in the context 

of some thirty new houses now being built in Cooksbridge. The Churchwarden then thanked 

the Archdeacon. 

 

9. Any other business 
  



9.1 We need to elect a second Parish Rep, the first being the Churchwarden, at the next 

meeting. 

9.2 Future Special Services: 

 Harvest Festival, 7 October. The celebrant to be Archdeacon Martin, with the 

Communion, and gifts will be distributed after the school’s service on the following 

Monday. 

 Harvest Supper, 5 October. Chris Glover will be posting a list for people to fill in 

as to what they can contribute. Tickets will cost £8.00 each in advance. Donations 

for raffle prizes are requested.  

 Remembrance Sunday, 11 November. The bugler has not yet replied to the request. 

It was agreed that Michael Conlon will read the poem, the names of the fallen in 

WW1 to be read by Pamela Conlon, those of WW2 by Andrew Featherstone. 

Roland will lay the wreath and will also approach the Parish Council as to their 

participation. 

 Hamsey Carol Service, 9 December, 3.00 pm, with Reverend Judith Egar. Caroline 

will organise the readings. 

 Nine Lessons and Carols, 23 December. Reverend Judith Egar. Pamela and Geoff 

will organise readers. 

9.3 The next newsletter will go out in mid-October and Rachael will review the website 

title. 

 

10. Date of the next meeting 

 

The date of the next meeting is set for Wednesday 7 November at 7:30 pm in the church 

hall. 

The meeting closed with the Grace. 


