
 

St Peter’s Church, Offham 
Conducted by email and letter March 2020 

due to Covid 19 restrictions 
14 April 2020 

 

1. Welcome and opening prayer.  Not applicable 

2. Apologies for absence.  None, all members of the PCC were consulted. 

Rev. Anne Dunlop 

Church Wardens: Mrs P Conlon, Mr R. Gough 

PCC members: Beth Bates, Rachel Brown, Phyll Burchett, Diane Costall, Andrew 
Featherstone, Caroline Featherstone, Chris Glover, Dave Glover, Brenda Gough, Ursula 
Hare, Jenny Money 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting for approval.  Mr A. Featherstone advised the 
Secretary of some amendments which were noted. Approved. 

4. Pastoral issues: 

a.  JMcB  The family had enquired about burial at Hamsey which was approved by the 
PCC. However the family have decided on Laughton as that is nearer to where they live. 

Noted. 

b. Bourne Memorial 

Application received for additional inscription to existing memorial at Hamsey. Details of 
the late Joan L Bourne to be added to the memorial of the late Dennis R Bourne. 
Additional inscription to match cut and painted black. 

Approved. (actioned: Rev Anne) 

c.  Hamsey Churchyard. 

The PCC agreed that the request for burial of ashes of PFW and RFW be agreed in 
accordance with the conditions of the PCC burial policy.   The family have been advised.  

The PCC confirmed the policy that all burials should be sited next in line with the last 
burial. 

d. The application to reserve a burial plot at Hamsey churchyard 

The PCC agreed a policy that due to the nature of Hamsey churchyard it is not possible to 
reserve a plot as they are not numbered.  The current Church of England Churchyard 
regulations will apply and the applicant advised. (Rev Anne) 



Unless the churchyard is full or is closed by Order in Council under the Burial Act of 1853 the 
following people have a right to be buried in the churchyard: 

· Residents in the parish 

· Those whose names are on the church electoral roll 

· Those dying in the parish 

An incumbent can also allow anyone else to be buried in the churchyard. But guidance from the 
Parochial Church Council should be obtained.’ 

5. Safeguarding 

Past Case Review 

A copy of the Ad Clerum from +Martin regarding Past Case Review was made available to 
the PCC and also Mrs J Bastide on behalf of her husband, Rev Derek Bastide due to his 
long association with the Parish. 

Action: Rev Anne completed the return and forwarded to the safeguarding team. 

SQP 

This is a safeguarding requirement from the Diocese. Christine Skinner (recommended by 
the Rural Dean) will assist our PSO and Rev Anne who will then refer to the PCC as the 
whole process has to be owned by the PCC. Rev Anne has begun this process with 
Christine Skinner and registered our Parish on the Diocesan data base. In the present 
circumstances it will be rather a slow process. Information on the process can be found 
online and the paperwork submitted to PCC members. 

6. Treasurer’s report 

This was received at the PCC meeting of 8 March. 

2019 Annual Report and Accounts. 
These are being independently examined by Knill James, who have requested the minutes 
of the 2019 PCC meetings. Duly sent. 
 
Transactions to Date (see attachment) 
 
I do not normally provide these, but it is good practice, and as the PCC is not actually 
meeting, I include them for your information. 
 
Performance against Budget (see attachment) 
 
The PCC will recall that the strategy this year was to fund a deficit of some £9,000 from 
reserves – half of this being provision for addressing quinquennial works and the other half 
reflecting income not meeting our expenditure (despite a reduction in our Parish Share 
contribution) – whilst attempting to eliminate this deficit in future years. 
 
The government ‘lockdown’ will clearly impact this strategy, both in terms of current 
performance, and possibly also the PCC’s ability to improve things in the longer term.  



Ignoring Hamsey, so far this year we are £1,908 in deficit, not far off budget.  However, 
future income, including investment income, can be expected to be reduced. I have 
attempted to predict this, on the basis of a 4 month impact, and at the moment it appears 
that by foregoing any of the quinquennial works we will end up with a slightly higher deficit 
of around £10,000 for the year. Hopefully the PCC and wider church membership will be 
able to improve on this outcome. Equally, though, it may be that my prediction is too 
optimistic, e.g. as regards church fees. 
 
There has been little movement in the Hamsey Restoration Fund. 
 

7. Churchwarden’s report.  Roland Gough 

No expenses to be made at this moment in time while there is a reduced income. We are 
very pleased with our new Rector, Anne.  We are very sorry that she is staring he tour of 
duty in such extraordinary times 

8. Church Hall report.  Andrew Featherstone 

Up until the lockdown then normal classes were continuing. Following the lockdown 
prepaid charges were refunded. 

Jenny Money reported that one of the windows was no locking. She has suggested that 
maybe all the remaining window locks should now be replaced to match the ones done 
last year. This matter can be discussed at a future meeting. 

The problem with the hot water relief valve has returned and it has leaked a significant 
amount. This will have resulted in an increase in the church’s water charges. 

9. Report by the Friends of Hamsey sub-committee.  Caroline Featherstone 

A few volunteers cleaned the church at the beginning of March and started to open it for 
visitors. This has now ceased as the church is closed. 

Just before the closure Peter Martindale, a conservator, spent two days in the church 
ascertaining whether or not there are wall paintings. The Friends now await his report. 

Notwithstanding the current situation, the grass cutting in both churchyards will start in 
April. This is funded by the Parish Council and Debenham fund. 

10. Report from the Deanery Synod 

This meeting was cancelled due to the Coronavirus restrictions. No further date was set at 
this time. 

11.  Any other business 

Mental health initiative.  Comments regarding Mental Health Friendly Church (papers 
previously sent. This item deferred due to Coronavirus restrictions.   

Social media presence.  Rachel Brown has set up a Facebook page. The PCC wish to 
acknowledge and thank Rachel Brown for her work on the website in keeping timely 
information about the Coronavirus status online. 



Fairtrade certification – This was deferred due to Coronavirus restraints. 

Health and Safety Policy – This item will now be taken up within the SQP noted above. 

Web site – query re the Electoral Roll as presently displayed. This has now been 
removed. 

11. Date of next PCC meeting.  Unable to forward plan at the moment 

12. Date of AGPM  Monday 12 October 2020 

The AGPM return date has been moved to 31 October. The consequences of the 
extension are that: - 

• the churchwardens who were elected in 2019 will continue to hold office until 31 
January 2021 (unless their successor is admitted to office earlier than that) 

• Deanery Synod representatives who were elected in 2017 (or those appointed since 
than to fill casual vacancies) will continue to hold office until 30 November 2020 

• representatives of the laity elected to the PCC who are due to retire at the 2020 
AGPM will continue to hold office until this AGPM actually takes place, even if that 
is between 31 May 2020 and 31 October 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


