
 

 

 
 

Minutes of St. Peter’s Offham PCC 

Wednesday 05 June 2019, 7:30 pm in the church hall 

 
Present: Beth Bates, Phyll Burchett, Pamela Conlon (Churchwarden), Caroline Featherstone, 

Andrew Featherstone (Treasurer), Chris Glover (Safeguarding Officer), Dave Glover (Health 

and Safety Officer), Roland Gough (Churchwarden), Brenda Gough, Ursula Hare and Jenny 

Money (Electoral Roll Officer)  

 

 

1. Welcome  

 

The Chair, Churchwarden Pamela Conlon, opened the meeting with a prayer and welcomed 

all members. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

 

There was an apology for absence from Diane Costall (PCC Secretary). Jenny offered to 

take the minutes in Diane’s stead. 

 

3.  Approval of the minutes for the 27 February 2019 meeting.  

 

    These were unanimously approved. 

 

4. There were no matters arising. 

 

5. Treasurer's Report, Andrew Featherstone 
 

5.1  Treasury 

 

The treasurer presented a detailed breakdown of income and expenditure against the 

agreed budget (which predicts a very small year-end surplus). 

  

So far this year, general budget income (£15,925) had exceeded expenditure (£14,123) 

by £1,802. Collections were running below budget (even allowing for this income being 

slanted towards the end of the year), as was income from fees.  This was offset by the 

generous donation from Martin Armstrong and (to date) lower than budgeted 

maintenance costs.  Clergy costs were above budget as a result of funding an advert in 

the Church Times. 

  

Looking at the Hamsey (restricted) budget, performance was as planned, with income 

of £2,177 and expenditure of £665, and the major mowing costs still to come (taking 



into account a share of ministry costs, this budget will balance at year end).  The 

mowing grant of £550 from the Parish Council had been received. 

 

Hamsey Restoration Fund income had been some £640 from booklets and 

donations.  Expenditure of some £400 had been for investigatory work, including 

registry fees.  The fund stood at £22,075. 

 

The treasurer also informed the PCC that a generous legacy of £10,000 had been 

promised in memory of Andrew Stewart-Roberts. 

  

5.2 Hamsey 

 

The PCC were reminded that, before the internal walls of Hamsey Church can be 

repainted, we need to establish whether and to what extent there are wall paintings 

beneath the existing paint.  In this respect, the planned meeting with Peter Martindale, 

an expert in the field of wall paintings, had been held at Hamsey, resulting in a proposal 

(attached) for carrying out the necessary investigation, which had been circulated to the 

PCC prior to the meeting. 

  

The aim is to establish how any paintings might be conserved or even exposed and the 

decoration carried out (a further pre-requisite for the repainting is the elimination of 

current damp problems, which a separate investigation of the outside of the walls is 

addressing).  The proposal is supported by the church architect, Richard Crook, who is 

preparing a ‘List B’ application for the work, for approval by the Archdeacon in 

consultation with the DAC. 

  

A grant application will be made to cover the estimated cost of £2,035.  In the event 

that this is not successful, Hamsey Restoration funds will be used.  Any VAT will be 

covered by a separate grant under the LPOW VAT grant scheme. 

  

After considering the proposal the PCC approved the following resolution: 

  

That Peter Martindale be engaged to carry out an investigation of the internal 

walls of Hamsey Church in accordance with his proposal dated 12 March 2019. 
 

6. Churchwarden's Report, Roland Gough 
 

6.1 Pamela Conlon and Roland Gough were sworn in as Churchwardens by the Venerable 

Martin Lloyd Williams, Archdeacon of Brighton and Lewes, at a service in Seaford on 

Tuesday. 

6.2 The Archdeacon told the churchwarden that, at the present time, there were three 

vacancies in his deanery but that there were no applicants to fill them. His assistant 

confirmed that it is not uncommon for no-one to reply to an advert but that, the next 

minute, someone would come along unexpectedly. 

6.3 Thanks to the generosity of Martin Armstrong, the chancel has now been painted. 

Roland offered to open the church after the meeting if any members of the PCC wished 

to see it. 

6.4 Work is also being carried out in the Rectory and the PCC was also invited to inspect it 

after the meeting should they so wish. 

 



7.  Standing Committee Report 
 

     On this occasion there was nothing to report. 

  

8.  Friends of Hamsey Report, Caroline Featherstone 

 

8.1 The two Hamsey Evensongs thus far (05 May and 02 June) were well attended, with an 

average of around 30 people at each. As with every Evensong this summer, they were 

and will be taken by the Reverend Judith Egar, Rural Dean, to whom we are, of course, 

exceedingly grateful!  Thanks are also due to David Ollosson and Tracy Bartlett for 

providing the musical accompaniment… 

 

8.2 The Friends have been opening the church on a regular basis and will continue up to 

the end of September; thereafter, only at weekends. Income from the sale of booklets 

continues. Grateful thanks are due to all those who give up their time to ensure that the 

church remains open. 

 

8.3 Future activities at Hamsey Church include: 

 

Sunday 08 June at 6 pm: The Musicians of All Saints in concert. A donation to 

Hamsey Church will be made by the MAS, both for this and for the second concert. 

 

 Friday 14 June at 8 pm: The Office of Compline, directed by Judge Michael Kennedy. 

This lasts for around 30 minutes and will be followed by wine and strawberries. There 

will be a rehearsal from 7–8 pm for anyone who wishes to join in. 

 

 Sunday 16 June at 6 pm: The second concert by the Musicians of All Saints. 

 

 Saturday 06 July from 2–6 pm: Hamsey Open Day. The church will be open to all, 

with tea, cakes and refreshments on offer, music throughout the afternoon, an exhibition 

and graveyard information available from Sue Rowland and a performance by Hamsey 

Harmony a capella choir at 4.30 pm. 

 

8.4 The sterling work carried out by Bob Doran in organising the mowing of the grass in 

the churchyard was recognised and he was thanked. Indeed, Terry Squires, who lives 

opposite the church, complimented the grass-cutters on their excellent work! 
 

9.  Church Hall Report and approval of new charges 
 

It was agreed to align our hourly rate for hire of the hall with that charged by Beechwood 

Hall so that, in future, the charge will be £8 per hour. It was also agreed that we should 

charge £50 for one-off hire sessions but with discretion to Caroline to negotiate a different 

rate where appropriate. 

 

10.  Church door 
  

Brenda Gough queried the use of pins on the outside of the church door. However, there 

were occasions (such as the six-yearly renewal of the Electoral Roll) when notices were 

required to be posted there and pins were the best solution.  

 



11. Baptism service 
  

As any baptisms that take place within this period of interregnum are carried out by visiting 

clergy – to whom, of course, we are most grateful – it was felt that we should elect a contact 

person from the PCC who could liaise with and oversee arrangements both with the priest 

and with the family requesting the baptism.  Beth Bates agreed to take on this role. 

 

12. Date of the next meeting 

 

The date of the next meeting is set for Wednesday 4 September at 7:30 pm in the church 

hall. 

 

13.  Any other business 

 

13.1 Dave Glover will check to see if the Health and Safety Policy needs updating. 

 

13.2 Chris Glover reported that she had had to cancel the Parish Picnic on Sunday 30 June 

due to the lack of response. Many people are away on that date who had attended in 

previous years. 

 

13.3 Chris Glover reported that the Harvest Supper would be held this year on Friday 11      

 October. Further details to follow. 

 

13.4 Jenny Money reported that she had persuaded Lucinda Houghton and Stephen  

 Charlesworth to perform a concert of songs and duets by British composers on  

 Saturday 12 October, with all proceeds going to the church. Jenny would take  

 responsibility for all the arrangements, including liaising with the performers,  

 publicity, programmes and refreshments. It is hoped that this concert will be well  

 attended and will raise a good amount for the church. 

 

13.5 Jenny also broached the question of canvassing for expressions of interest in the  

 formation of a children’s choir. However, discussion of the proposal was postponed  

 until the next PCC meeting in September, when it would be included as an item on  

 the agenda. 

 

13.6 The problem of several of the windows in the church hall no longer being lockable  

 was raised and Jenny offered to contact a locksmith whom she has used several times  

 in the past. 

 

Pamela Conlon closed the meeting with the Grace. 


