
 

Bluebells at St Peter 

ST PETER’S NET 
Well here we are about to move into week six or is it seven.   I lose track of the weeks and the days 

thereof!   I happened to glance around my office the other day and saw my wall calendar was still open 

at March – stuck at the time when the lockdown began.  Mothering Sunday was the first to be missed; 

and all the spaces after the 20 of March were empty.  I hadn’t noticed it until then and I am writing this 

on the 1st of May – so poor April didn’t even get a look in. 

So much has happened since then and it still has a rather unreal feel about it.  It is the strangeness of 

everything.  Now the novelty has passed and the flurry of activity, panic buying and learning the new 

tech, has quietened down and we are in for the long haul.  There seems to be no solid ground beneath 

our feet, so much seems to shift from week to week.   Up to a few days ago, I knew no one who had 

Covid19 but now I do; the virus has an association – a named one.   

Those of you who follow Daily Prayer will know that in the past week the readings have been in Exodus.   

In chapter 20.21 I was struck by two words in the story of Moses going alone up the mountain to meet 

with God.   It says he ‘drew near the thick darkness where God was’.   ‘Darkness’ is a vivid metaphor.  

We fear darkness both literal and figurative and yet in this context Moses was to encounter the Divine.   

We use the term ‘a dark time in my life’ in retrospect.  But whilst we were in it, most often we are not 

aware of what it was.  It is only when we emerged that we can name it as that.    

These are times we all have and most usually we come through them having learned a ‘fair bit about a 

lot’.   It may well be that for some of us, this will be a ‘dark journey’.   There is little we can do except 

take it day by day.    

In Psalm 23 it speaks of us walking in the ‘valley of the shadow of death’.  This does not refer to literal 

death but of emotional suffering.  And we have to walk, one step at time.    



This experience hopefully will humble us, individually and as nations.   It has done more in a few months 

to show us ourselves, than all the warnings about climate change has done in years and climate change 

is by far the greater issue.    

The Russian Eastern Patriarch Kirill told Christians at Easter: 

“If we become closer to God after overcoming this sorrow, we will have won a victory.  The 

development of human civilisation, especially over the last decade, has sought to satisfy the 

unrestrained desire to have more, consume more and want more.  All great ideals, noble and 

glorious, including faith in God, have been relegated by many to life’s periphery.” 

There is much good emerging amongst us, appreciation of the natural world, a slowing down and living 

more deeply, valuing our human need for each other and much more.  

We have been through difficult times before collectively and individually – we have more resilience than 

we imagine and more courage. 

Rev. Anne 

 

 

    

Confession time.... 

The task I set last time – clean all the inside windows – was going along swimmingly 

having done all eleven downstairs – but I still have the eleven upstairs to do.     The good 



weather we had up until a few days back made pottering in the garden more attractive.   

But I will re-engage and persevere.     

In the meantime.... 

– assuming that you took up the task gladly and your windows are sparkling – how about 

this..... 

Cleaning out the computer files.  Yes, cookies, caches, junk – time for a good ‘ol purge.  

 

WARNING....This is a task doomed to failure from the outset 

as once you start opening, checking and deleting you 

become so engrossed in nostalgia or trying to remember 

who or what this or that was about, that very little gets put 

into the recycling bin.    

 

 

 

But it is so gratifying 

when you hit the ‘delete forever’ button especially if 

like my computer it has a very satisfying sound of 

stuff being dumped.  

 

 

 

JUST IGNORE ALL SUCH MESSAGES....IT IS JUST TRYING TO SCARE YOU. 

 

  



Giving to St Peter 

As we have been unable to have services in church for the last six weeks this has had a 

considerable effect on our finances.   Much of our weekly giving is cash and dear Andrew 

has a worried tone to his emails. 

We need to meet our commitments to the Diocese.  I am non-stipendiary, I do not receive 

a salary, but other priests who are in receipt of a stipend have to be paid, buildings need 

to be maintained etc.    

We know Covid19 will affect us for several months.  If you give regularly please do not stop 

just because we cannot meet.  I recognise that some of you may be affected financially at 

this time and this may not be possible. 

For Christians, financial giving is part of our discipleship and our worship.  It is all of a piece 

just as using our talents and abilities in the work of the church.   Jesus spoke more about 

money than faith or prayer because it touches us at a deep level of faith and commitment.  

We give, acknowledging that all we have comes from the goodness of God and in response 

to the blessings we have received.    

Others of you may have an interest that is not ‘religious’ but you value the presence of the 

building and the difference it makes to your environment and community in terms of its 

history and beauty.   Could you consider a regular monthly amount to help us keep the 

charm of Offham’s church building in good repair? 

In the last St Peter’s Net, I suggested speaking to our Treasurer Andrew Featherstone: 

01273 477151, email stpeters-offham@usa.net about how to give to the church. In fact, it 

is quite simple, the two easiest ways (apart from joining the Parish Giving Scheme, which 

we have covered in earlier issues) are to: 

Send a cheque made out to “Offham Church” to: 

Andrew Featherstone 
Allington Lodge 
Allington Lane 
Offham 
Lewes 
BN7 3QJ 
 

Make a direct electronic payment to the church account: 
 

Account Name: Offham Church 
Sort Code: 20-49-76 
Account Number: 10674826 
As the reference please give your name or, if signed up for Gift Aid, your Gift 
Aid number, as used on the ‘green envelopes’. 
  

mailto:stpeters-offham@usa.net


Here is your regular reminder about social distancing and the consequences of not doing 
so.... 
 

 

 
And the possible risks involved in ending the lockdown.    Here is Mabel, with the first 

takeaway Cornish Pasty. 

 



 

This piece of doggerel came my way.... 

THE MARROW 

 
Now, some had bigger turnips, some had redder beet, 
Some had bigger tiddies and great big ears of wheat, 
Some had clumps of rhubarb, as high as Kelly’s horse, 
But they never beat our marrow, cos it was thirty feet across.  

  
Well, Fred’s face turned to thunder, when he saw 
it in the cart, 
T’were the biggest one he’d ever seen, and the 
sight upset his heart, 
He turned quite queer, his temper flared and his 
nose was all aglow, 
He swore he’d grow a bigger one, for next year’s 
flower show. 

  
So, he put in 40 rows of marrow seed, and stood guard every night, 
T’was he who called the doctor out when they got a touch of blight. 
As he watched those rows for rabbits, you could hear his old gun roar, 
Whilst we always went down t’other way, we knew Fred’s eyes were poor. 
  
He was stretched out fast asleep one night, when summat moved close by, 
He slid the gun from off his lap, and let the hammer fly, 
Too late, he said, his toes were there, for he’d let fly with both barrels, 
And his howls woke all the village up as he hopped among them marrows. 
  
Now, Fred’s Auntie Nell were wild at this, and hid behind Fred’s nut tree, 
She pinched his marrows all but one and made ‘em into chutney, 
The one she left, Fred watched and watched, You ne’er saw nothing like it, 
You couldn’t get within a hundred yards, t’were just like Fred were psychic. 
  
Well, it all died down till flower show time, t’other end of June, 
Us humped Fred’s marrow on farmer’s cart, 
And we got there just afore noon, 
We were lifting it off outside the hall, there were three of us and Matt, 
When the old horse shied, the marrow fell off and squashed the parson’s cat. 
  
Then old Ted said, as he shook his head, 
T’aint going through that door, 
The jamb be three foot two across, and the marrow’s six feet four. 
Then the squire went up to have a look, 



And he was terrible bad with gout, 
He said, you’d better leave it there, and I’ll bring the judges out. 
So the vicar come from in the hall, and shouted out ‘WELL DONE’, 
when we saw the pin in his rosette we all turned round to run. 
  
He marched up to this ‘ere marrow, and he stuck the pin in hard, 
Well me arms were running fast enough, but me legs had turned to lard, 
  
They heard the bang five miles away, t’was the very thing we feared, 
We found the collar on the ground, but the vicar had disappeared, 
And his wife Denise didn’t look too pleased, though she never turned a hair, 
Her hat was still perched on her head, but the rest of her were bare. 
And we thought we’d lost the squire as well, and then we heard him shout, 
He’d landed in the pigsty, and the pigs had chucked him out. 
  
They still talk about that there marrow, when the pub lights start to flicker, 
But there’s not a flower show any more, cos the hall went, with the vicar. 
  
Peter Schutler who was a musician with a west-country folk group the Yetties. 

 

Robert Frost - 1874-1963 

Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day; 

And give us not to think so far away 

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 

All simply in the springing of the year. 

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 

Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night; 

And make us happy in the happy bees, 

The swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 

And make us happy in the darting bird 

That suddenly above the bees is heard, 

The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill, 

And off a blossom in mid air stands still. 

For this is love and nothing else is love, 

The which it is reserved for God above 

To sanctify to what far ends He will, 

But which it only needs that we fulfil. 

Thank you, Alice, for suggesting this poem. 

  

https://poets.org/poet/robert-frost


Rev’d Derek 
 

 
 
May I thank those of you who sent such kind 
messages to Judith via me and directly.   These have 
been of comfort to her and the family. 
 
Derek’s funeral was a very special occasion.  He rests 
in the beauty of Hamsey churchyard amidst so much 
history and his grave is close to dear friends whose 
company he enjoyed in life.    
 
Thank you, Michael, for your poem written for 
Derek’s retirement and your kind permission for this 
to be reproduced and sent out on the day of the 
funeral.  Many people found it evoked happy 
memories and feelings of gratitude for such a fruitful 
and caring life. 
 
 

 
 
Rector of Offham and Hamsey for 34 years died on the 19th April and laid to rest in Hamsey churchyard on the 26th 

April.   A devoted priest held in affection by so many. 

 

ZOOM on Sunday 

 

As mentioned last time, we ZOOM our services each Sunday.   

9.00 the service of Holy Communion  

10.30  a service of hymns, prayers and readings.    

We are slowly getting more proficient!   But it sometimes feels like I am juggling with 

spaghetti, switching from view to screen shot.   

(email me if you would like to join us reveannedunlop@gmail.com) 



 

ZOOM is a continual source of interest!   I am fascinated by the backgrounds which show 

people’s homes.   Have they made an effort to sanitise them or to make them look 

impressive?  Do I risk a burglary because my wealth is on show (!)?   I have made an 

effort to make my background less cluttered and hidden the piles of ‘to be sorted’.  So I 

am guilty of trying to appear what I am not, I guess.   

If you find watching services on line helpful – more proficient resources are available! 

This is from the Diocese.   - The Communications Team 
would like to draw your attention once again to the daily 
videos that are being communicated across the diocese 
each day on our social media channels and web site.  You 
may find them comforting and encouraging at this time. 
They can all be found to watch again on the link below.  

Please do share widely on your own networks and social media channels. 

The daily videos will continue through Eastertide and up to and including Ascension Day 
and Pentecost.  All the videos can be watched again here 
https://www.chichester.anglican.org/videos/ 

  

https://www.chichester.anglican.org/videos/


 

Watch theatre, musicals and operas for free online! 

 

During this ongoing lockdown, many local and national cultural institutions are 

providing free online streaming of a huge variety of shows and performances.  

You can follow this link to see a list of some of them, updated daily: 

 

https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/stage-shows-musicals-opera-

free-stream-online_51198.html 

 

 

 

A further update regarding VE commemorations from Geoff 

RE: VE DAY 75 & FURTHER 3-WEEK LOCKDOWN 

As you will know from the announcement made by HM 

Government on 16th April 2020, the Coronavirus lockdown has 

been extended by at least a further three weeks. This means that 

community events to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day on 

Friday 8th May can no longer go ahead as originally planned.  

  

https://stsaviourseastbourne.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee036ea314b5688f9f5a3e472&id=803cbc14ea&e=495e53e1b9
https://stsaviourseastbourne.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ee036ea314b5688f9f5a3e472&id=803cbc14ea&e=495e53e1b9


This will be a great disappointment to all of you who have put so much hard work into 

planning your participation. 

However, we still feel some aspects of this important anniversary could still take place on 

8th May in ways that will allow us to celebrate the VE Day anniversary while following the 

essential social distancing advice that ensures that everyone remains safe. 

FRIDAY 8th MAY - VE DAY 75 

2.55pm: The playing of the Last Post 

Buglers, trumpeters and cornet players might like to consider playing the Last Post from 

the safety of their front or back garden, outside their front door or from their balcony or 

window. We would ask you not to play in an area that could attract a group of people 

however. 

3pm: The piping of Battle’s O’er and VE 75 Years   As with playing the Last Post, 

individual pipers could play these two stirring marches from their front or back garden, at 

their front door or from their balcony or window. It is extremely important to adhere to 

the Government’s restrictions so bands will not be able to play together and individual 

pipers should not perform in areas that might attract people. 

3pm: The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WW II   We would very much like to encourage 

you all to still take part in the Nation’s Toast from the safety of your homes to pay tribute 

to the many millions in the United Kingdom and overseas who sacrificed so much to 

secure the freedom we have today. We would invite you stand at 3pm and raise a glass 

or cup of refreshment of your choice and undertake the following toast: “For those that 

gave so much, we thank you.” This will be the first time such a tribute has ever taken 

place so please encourage others to join in from their own homes. 

6.55pm: The Cry for Peace Around the World.   Town criers and others who wish to take 

part can perform the Cry for Peace from their front or back garden, at their front door or 

from their balcony or window. The words can be found on the Download page of the 

VE Day 75 website - www.veday75.org. Please don’t perform it from a place that might 

encourage people to gather. 

7pm: Ringing out for Peace     Government restrictions mean that churches and 

cathedrals are closed until further notice, so I am afraid this aspect of VE Day 75 cannot 

now take place. 

 FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8th-10th MAY 

Parties     

The Government’s rules on social isolation and social distancing are in place to keep us 

safe and well, and must be observed at all costs. This means that the parties you planned 

at home, in pubs, in your streets and in a host of other locations cannot now take place. 

When this terrible crisis has passed, we will be able to gather to remember not only 

https://veday75events2020.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jhkkhhdd-opkjhidkd-r/


those who sacrificed so much during WW2 but loved ones who lost their lives during this 

terrible pandemic. But for now, let us stay safe. 

SUNDAY 10TH MAY   

With churches and cathedrals temporarily closed due to the national lockdown, the 

planned services of remembrance for VE Day 75 cannot now take place. However, you 

could consider inviting a member of the clergy, your mayor or another leading citizen in 

your community to read out the Tribute to the Millions, the wording of which can be 

obtained from the Download page of the VE Day 75 website - www.veday75. This should, 

of course, be done from the safety of their own homes and shared through social media. 

VJ DAY – 15TH AUGUST    

We are not planning any activity for this occasion as we understand others will be doing 

so.  Bruno Peek LVO OBE OPR  Pageantmaster VE Day 75 

 

 

 

 

  

https://veday75events2020.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jhkkhhdd-opkjhidkd-y/


 
The following is the work of a three-year project on trauma and tragedy in Christian 

Congregations but it has relevance to us all. 
 
This is a trauma to communities, the nation, the world. It’s not a shock-event like a fire or 
a terrorist attack, but slowly there has built, and is still worsening, a crisis that shatters 
people’s assumptions that the world is generally safe and reliable, and that all that we 
have worked for in businesses, churches and communities will be fruitful. The loss of 
those assumptions, the breaking of connections between people, and the overwhelming 
of people’s ordinary resources – all of these are characteristic of trauma. 
 
Some of the wisdom that has been gained about trauma recently can help us: 
 
a) People’s whole selves are affected – they may feel all sorts of strange symptoms 
because the body is reacting to the fact that they are not safe. Emotions will be all over 
the place in surprising ways. Concentration may be difficult. Understanding that it is 
normal to be up, down, energetic, exhausted, afraid - will help people to cope with it. 
 
b) People react very differently depending on different backgrounds and experiences, 
including past traumas. 
c) People respond best when they have clear, reliable information; when they have 
something to do – ‘agency’ of some sort; and when they are cared for in warm and 
authentic ways. Even phone calls can be reassuring. 
 
d) We make sense of things by being able to integrate the experience into an overarching 
story.  But it is much too soon to assemble a coherent narrative out of all this. Even the 
process of meaningfully gathering together to lament what has been lost is very hard.  
 
The trauma is unfolding and there are many losses yet unrevealed Community responses 
to disaster typically show a ‘heroic phase’, full of energy and self-sacrifice, which burns 
itself out and is followed by a ‘disillusionment phase’, which may contain much mutual 
blame and suspicion. Only as the disillusionment phase loses its force can realistic, 
hopeful re-making take place.   
 
Many of the responses in communities can be celebrated and affirmed. It is worth 
thinking about what, over and above the generous and heroic actions of many in the 
secular world, Christian story and practice can contribute. That is particularly true of Holy 
Week and Easter. These great transformative moments in the whole human story need 
some sort of marking.  
 
Lastly and in a way most importantly, this is a very confusing and draining time, a time 
when ordinary healthy rhythms are lost. You may be feeling in yourself and your body the 
impact of trauma - feeling low and anxious one day and hard to get your brain in gear, 
energetic the next.   So self-care, attending to your own well-being, is vital. That includes 



the basics of good rest, eating, and exercise. It also includes having people you trust 
whom you can share with, and making sure you are in touch with them.  
 
Christopher Southgate, Carla Grosch-Miller and Hilary Ison 
Tragedies and Christian Congregations Project 
www.tragedyandcongregations.org.uk 
Tragedies and Christian Congregations ed. Megan Warner et al is published by Routledge 
and is available from c.c.b.southgate@ex.ac.uk for £20 plus postage. 
 

We are all struggling to adapt and cope and it is natural to feel anxious as you have just 

read in the article above.  You may find this excellent resource helpful.  Tap on pdf or 

copy and paste link 

‘Guide to living with worry and anxiety amidst global uncertainty.’ 

Guide to living with 

worry and anxiety amidst global uncertainty.pdf 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=959fa30954&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-

f:1665231402319635046&th=171c17233c166266&view=att&disp=safe 

 

OUR PRAYER 

O Great Love, thank you for living and 
loving in us and through us. May all that 
we do flow from our deep connection 
with you and all beings. Help us become a 
community that vulnerably shares each 
other’s burdens and the weight of glory. 
Listen to our hearts’ longings for the 
healing of our world.  

 
We hold in our thoughts all who are 
having to work at the forefront of this 
pandemic.   Many of them are having to 
learn new skills rapidly, some are being 
relocated to take on work for which they 
feel unprepared.    
 
 

We pray for them.  Renew their energy 
and sustain them as they face these new  
  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=959fa30954&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1665231402319635046&th=171c17233c166266&view=att&disp=safe
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=959fa30954&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1665231402319635046&th=171c17233c166266&view=att&disp=safe


challenges.   Particularly we ask for healthcare workers and first responders who are 
working longer hours with fewer supplies and with more risk of contracting the new 
coronavirus themselves on long shifts.   Bring Your protection upon them as they work 
with patients. Multiply their supplies so they 
have the protective items needed to stay safe on 
the job.  Inspire and invigorate the research 
doctors developing better tests to diagnose the 
virus, create vaccines to prevent it and identify 
protocols to eliminate the disease spread. 
 

And for ourselves we pray, that we will draw 
close to you in our times of anxiety for ourselves 
and for those we love.  Help us to stay in your 
peace knowing our times are in your hand and your presence with us always.  
 

Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in all the 
holy names of God, Amen. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you 

and give you peace. 

 Numbers 6:24-26 


