
 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD  

 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 

St Michael and all Angels  
 

27th September 2020  
 
 
 
In the name of the + Father,  
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
All   Amen.  

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
All   And also with you. 
 
We have come to Mount Zion, 
the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, 
to myriads of angels, 
to God, the judge of all, 
and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant 
Amen  
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.   Hebrews 12.22-24 

Kyrie Confession 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Woe is me, for I am lost; 
I am a person of unclean lips. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Our guilt is taken away, 
and our sin is forgiven. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

 
 



Absolution 
Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, + 
open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Collect 

Everlasting God, 
you have ordained and constituted the ministries of angels  
and mortals in a wonderful order: 
grant that as your holy angels always serve you in heaven, 
so, at your command, 
they may help and defend us on earth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 475 NEH 
 

1 Ye holy angels bright, 
who wait at God's right hand, 
or through the realms of light 
fly at your Lord's command, 
assist our song, 
for else the theme 
too high doth seem 
for mortal tongue. 

3 Ye saints, who toil below, 
adore your heavenly King, 
and onward as ye go 
some joyful anthem sing; 
take what he gives 
and praise him still, 
through good and ill, 
who ever lives. 

 
2 Ye blessèd souls at rest, 
who ran this earthly race, 
and now, from sin released, 
behold the Saviour's face, 
his praises sound, 
as in his sight 
with sweet delight 
ye do abound. 

4 My soul, bear thou thy part, 
triumph in God above, 
and with a well-tuned heart 
sing thou the songs of love; 
let all thy days 
till life shall end, 
whate'er he send, 
be filled with praise. 

 

 
A Reading from The Old Testament 

Genesis 28 10-16 

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain 
place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he t 
it under his head and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder[b] set up on the 
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on 
it. 13 And the LORD stood beside him[c] and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the 
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14 and your offspring shall 
be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 
and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed[d] in you and in your offspring. 15 Know 
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that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you 
back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.” 16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely 
the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!” 17 And he was afraid, and 
said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

This is the word of the Lord 
All Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 

The psalm 
Psalm 103 19-22 

19 The LORD has established his throne in the 
heavens, 
    and his kingdom rules over all. 
20 Bless the LORD, O you his angels, 
    you mighty ones who do his bidding, 
    obedient to his spoken word. 
21 Bless the LORD, all his hosts,  
    his ministers that do his will.  
22 Bless the LORD, all his works, 
    in all places of his dominion. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

A Reading from The New Testament 
Hebrews 1 5-end 

The Son Is Superior to Angels 

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
“You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you”? 
Or again, 
“I will be his Father, 
    and he will be my Son”? 
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7 Of the angels he says, 
“He makes his angels winds, 
    and his servants flames of fire.” 
8 But of the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
    and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your[d] kingdom. 
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
    with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 
10 And, 
“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
    and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11 they will perish, but you remain; 
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    they will all wear out like clothing; 
12 like a cloak you will roll them up, 
    and like clothing[e] they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
    and your years will never end.” 
13 But to which of the angels has he ever said, 
“Sit at my right hand 
    until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 
14 Are not all angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit 
salvation? 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
All Thanks be to God 
 

HYMN  464 NEH 
 

1 Thou art the Way: to thee alone 
from sin and death we flee; 
and he who would the Father seek, 
must seek him, Lord, by thee. 
 

3 Thou art the Life: the rending tomb 
proclaims thy conquering arm, 
and those who put their trust in thee 
nor death nor hell shall harm. 
 

2 Thou art the Truth: thy Word alone 
true wisdom can impart; 
thou only canst inform the mind, 
and purify the heart. 
 

4 Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: 
grant us that Way to know, 
that Truth to keep, that Life to win, 
whose joys eternal flow. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, 
you ministers of his who do his will. 
Alleluia. 

The Gospel 

The holy Gospel is written in the 1st Chapter of the Gospel according to John beginning at the 43rd verse. 
 
Glory be to thee, O Lord 
 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to thee, O Christ 
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The Creed 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 

Reflection 
 

Many years ago, I attended a Baptist church.  The dominant preaching theme at that time was how 
many people we had ‘witnessed’ to in the last week.   Had we told anyone about Jesus?  Well, of course, 
to a man (or woman) we had not.   The result was that, as we poured out of the door to go home, I 
would look at my group of close friends and there would be a collective ‘Oh dear...’. 
 
How strange.   We ought to have left uplifted.  Church should have been a celebration, an opportunity to 
bring our praise and thanksgiving for God’s goodness, our worries and needs in prayer and to enjoy 
being together as the family of God. 
 

‘I will enter your gates with thanksgiving in my heart, I will enter your courts with praise’ 
 

Well the modest 1960s brick-built church could hardly be compared with the ‘courts of the Lord’ and 
although we may have entered wanting to worship – and we did – we always left feeling sort of down.  
A sense that we were pretty useless because we had not ‘brought anyone to Christ’ in the last seven 
days!    
 



Perhaps this dominant theme reflected the angst of the minister as much as anything.  I can remember 
today’s gospel often being the source of the demanding sermons. ‘See how Philip brought Nathaniel to 
Jesus....’   Fig trees may be scarce in our part of the world but we were to ‘search out’ any unsuspecting 
loiterer ‘under a tree’ or at the school gates, shops, etc. 
 
I was quite a new Christian at the time but even then, I thought ‘it shouldn’t be like this.’ and after some 
considerable (and embarrassing) years of trying I decided I was right.  Not many people have ever been 
argued into Christianity.  Often our arguments do more harm than good.  I am sure that there are 
people who are reached this way and I will take opportunities to talk about Jesus if it feels right.  But 
there is a timing in God for both parties.   Both Philip and Nathaniel were prepared. 
 
Instead my experience was that over cups of coffee, minding each other’s children, just being friendly – 
and yes, I did invite some to come to our Tuesday morning study group.  I found that people came to 
faith just by being around believers.   It wasn’t that we said much – except ‘come and see...’.  
 
In hospitality and genuine care people met Jesus through his words and in the lives of others.  All of us 
grew in our faith and others found faith and continue to this day. 
 
Our world is different now but people are fundamentally the same.  Young people look for meaning and 
purpose in their lives, for a community in which they and their children can flourish and, for some, a 
communal ritual which binds them together.   The church offers all of that. 
 
God is not locked into speaking way back then and silence since.   God’s revelation of Godself is 
continuous and every generation finds their own way.  Many younger people see God as present in all 
traditions and question whether there is one underlying reality at the foundation but that different 
traditions and approaches, complement each other. 
 
Many identify as SBNR ‘spiritual but not religious.  By this they mean they do not identify with a 
tradition, Jewish, Muslim, Christian etc.  But this does not mean they have no interest in the sacred.  It is 
not God they reject but ‘religious organisations’, signing up to ‘the right beliefs’.   We need not think of 
this as decline in spirituality but rather a new kind of spiritual awakening.   
 
There remains a deep desire to live with integrity and in alignment with their values and if the pandemic 
has shown us anything it is that they aspire to what is truly important for transformation and a more just 
and compassionate world. 
 
As a Christion, I believe that all of this is found in Christ – not necessarily the church for we are frail 
people – but Jesus the Christ.  Like Philip, our message is ‘Come and see, come to Jesus’.  Discover Him 
through his words, know him united with us in pain and death, encounter him afresh in the resurrected 
life he gives.   
 
Within Jesus the Christ is all that we search for.  He is the bread for life, the water for our thirst, the 
truth and way home, the light for this poor, darkened world.  
 
‘Come and see’, said Philip, and when Nathaniel wondered at this man who saw deep into his soul, 
perhaps Jesus smiled as he quoted from the story of Jacob, “Nathaniel I can do more than just see your 
heart I can be for you and for all men and women the way, the ladder that leads to heaven”. 
 

 
 
 
 



Intercessions 
Father in heaven, 
by his blood your Christ has ransomed us to you, 
and has made us a kingdom and priests to you our God. 
As the angels minister to you in heaven, 
strengthen your Church to serve you here on earth. 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
Father in heaven, 
when the angels greeted the birth of your Son 
they sang for joy ‘Glory to God and peace on earth’. 
Bless with Christ’s peace the nations of the world. 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
Father in heaven, 
your Son has promised to your children 
the care of the guardian angels who look upon your face. 
Protect by your mercy our neighbours, families and friends. 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
Father in heaven, 
you give your angels charge over those who trust in you 
to guard them in all their ways. 
Be with those in trouble…, 
rescue them and show them your salvation. 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
Father in heaven, 
your angel declares ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.’  
‘Blessed indeed,’ says the Spirit, 
‘for they may rest from their labours, 
for they take with them the record of their deeds.’  
Enfold in your love all who come in faith 
to your judgement seat in heaven. 
Lord, hear us, 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
Father in heaven, 
the angels sing by day and night around your throne: 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty.’ 
With Michael, prince of the angels, who contends by our side, 
with Gabriel, your herald, who brings glad tidings, 
with Raphael, the protector, who ministers your healing, 
and with the whole company of heaven, 
we worship you, we give you glory, 
we sing your praise and exalt you for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 



your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have willed that the gate of mercy 
should stand open for those who trust in you: 
look upon us with your favour 
that we who follow the path of your will 
may never wander from the way of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
God keep you in the fellowship of his saints; 
Christ protect you by the ministry of the angels; 
the Spirit make you holy in God’s service; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen 
 
HYMN 336 NEH 
 
1.  Angel voices ever singing 
round Thy throne of light, 
angel harps, forever ringing, 
rest not day nor night; 
thousands only live to bless Thee 
and confess thee Lord of might. 

 

3. For, we know Thy love rejoices 
o'er each work of Thine; 
Thou didst ears and hands and voices 
for Thy praise combine; 
craftsman's art and music's measure 
for Thy pleasure didst design. 

 
2. Thou who art beyond the farthest 
mortal eye can scan, 
can it be that Thou regardest 
songs of sinful man? 
Can we feel that Thou art near us 
and wilt hear us? Yea, we can. 
 

4.In thy house, great God, we offer 
Of thine own to thee; 
And for thine acceptance proffer 
All unworthily 
Hearts and minds and hands and voices  
In our choicest psalmody. 

 
5. Honour, glory, might, and merit 

Thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

blessed Trinity: 
of the best that Thou hast given 
earth and heaven render Thee 
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