
 

St Peter’s gone fishing! 
 

Welcome to the first edition of our Church at our Parish Magazine – your magazine.   Can you think of a name for 
it?    Any advance on ‘Peter’s Net’?   

While we cannot meet together this would be a way of keeping you updated and in touch with each other.   

I hope it will be a mix of thoughts about faith – questions we can debate – resource suggestions – ideas for how to 
access information and support – things to do at home – some things not to do at home and some things that are 
just silly to cheer us up.    

Contributions welcome and needed! 

So please send in contributions – tell us about your day, your experiences of coping- where we can buy eggs!   
Updates on what you are all doing to keep busy, healthy and happy.   Post short messages of love and 
encouragement to each other (photos appreciated). 

This is your magazine. 

If you have come across something uplifting, helpful or encouraging please do send it to me so it can go in the 
next issue.  Or if you have an idea for a section of this magazine let me know.  

Whatever is within the parameters of appropriate C of E conversation is welcome! 

Sunday Services 

I hope you are finding the text for the Sunday Services helpful and also a resource to which you can refer during 
the week. 



 

It has been suggested that having the hymn list 
alongside would enable you to “sing at the sink or 
whilst peeling the veg” so I will add them for next 
week.   You can access the words and music 
recordings of most hymns on the web and join in 
or just go a cappella! 

So here is the list for next Sunday. 

 

PASSIONTIDE TO EASTER 
HYMNS 
29 March (Lent 5: Passion Sunday) 

418 O happy band of pilgrims, 

342 Breathe on me breath of God  

63 All ye who seek a comfort sure 

358 Father of heaven, whose love profound  

67 Forty days and forty nights 

 

The PCC Your PCC is meeting via email 
which takes a bit of time.  But in due 
course the minutes will be up on the 
website.   
 

 

 

 

Finances in this time of crisis 

For many people at the moment, incomes have been reduced, the church is no different. We have had 
to close our halls and cannot hold services.    

Many of you give weekly cash donations. These are very important to the church and without this 
money long-term we could be in serious difficulties. 

If we are to worship in St Peter once again, after this is over, we will need to ensure that we continue to 
pay our bills and support the wider church family, so our only source of income will be your generous 
donations.   

Giving money is a part of our Christian discipleship and our worship. 

Please don’t stop giving if that is possible for you during this time.  Speak to our Treasurer Andrew 
Featherstone: 01273 477151, email stpeters-offham@usa.net.    



At this time, why not consider giving regularly and easily as below: 

Parish Giving Scheme 
 
Donations can be made on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis by 
Direct Debit direct to St Peter’s Church.  Any Gift Aid is dealt with 
much more quickly.   
The unique feature of the scheme is the option for the donor to 
commit in principle to increase their gift annually in line with 

inflation. Whilst this is a voluntary decision, it is one that could potentially have a huge impact on the life 
and future of the church.  It is enormously helpful to the Treasurer as it allows him to forward plan 
income and expenditure.  

 

Website:   Do explore our 
website.  Rachael is doing a 
sterling job in this fast-changing 
situation – again any ideas and 
suggestions welcome.    
 

Now sing along.... 
This dropped into my email box this week via a similar magazine from my previous Parish 

A Gilbert and Sullivan tune comes to mind! 

 

I am the very model of effective social distancing! 

I listen to the experts on the topic of resistance-ing; 

I know that brunch and yoga class aren’t nearly as imperative 

As doing what I can to change the nation’s viral narrative. 

 

I’m very well acquainted, too, with living solitarily 

And confident that everyone can do it temporarily: 

Go take a walk, or ride a bike, or dig into an unread book; 

Avoid the bars and restaurants and carry out, or learn to cook. 

 

There’s lots of stuff to watch online while keeping safe from  Sinus ills 

(In this case, it’s far better to enjoy your Netflix MINUS chills)! 

Adopt a pet, compose a ballad, write some earnest doggerel, 

And help demolish Trump before our next event inaugural. 



 

Pandemics are alarming, but they aren’t insurmountable 

If everybody pitches in to hold ourselves accountable. 

In short, please do your part to practice prudent co-existence-ing, 

And be the very model of effective social distancing! 

Author Unknown – obviously from the USA! 

 

An email ‘sign off’ made me smile: 

‘Love like Jesus 

And wash your hands like Pontius Pilate.’    

 

On the subject of hand washing, it has been suggested that we could 

improve on the recommendation that we should wash our hands for the 

time it takes to sing Happy Birthday twice.  If you say the Lord’s Prayer 

slowly it takes 15-20 seconds; if you add the Glory be, that takes us up to 25 

seconds, not far off the 30 seconds that Harvard Medical School 

recommends for eliminating 99 per cent of germs and bacteria.   

There: a prayer opportunity.        (Melanie McDonagh. The Tablet 14 March) 

 

 

This is an excellent resource – its free and easy to down load to your 
phone/tablet/computer.   It allows us to ‘read together’ although apart and at 
different times.  It is a great help in reading through those neglected books in 
the Old Testament! 

‘Find complete services for Morning, Evening and Night Prayer from the 
Church of England with this official Daily Prayer app. 
 
From the earliest days of Christianity, Christians have gathered at regular 

times each day and night to read the Bible, praise God and pray for the world. Daily Prayer helps the 
Christians of today take part in this regular pattern of worship. 
 
For every day of the year, it presents material for Morning, Evening and Night Prayer in both 
contemporary (Common Worship) and traditional (Book of Common Prayer) forms. All services are 
provided in full and include Bible readings (NRSV translation), psalms, canticles and seasonal variations.  
 
The app also allows you to: 
 
- Access Morning, Evening and Night Prayer for yesterday, today and a month ahead 
- Switch between Contemporary and Traditional formats with one click 
- Increase/reduce the type-size of all services  



 
The app is free to download and includes free access to online material up to one month in advance. To 
view material offline and access to material up to 12 months in advance, a small annual subscription fee 
applies. 
 
Other features of the app include: 
 
- Details of the Feast Days, Festivals and Commemorations from the Common Worship Calendar 
- Full readings (NRSV translation) without the need for a separate Bible app 
- Easy access to alternative texts within the app in simple pop-up windows 
- Clear, clean, elegant typography that mirrors closely the award-winning Common Worship design. 
 
Daily Prayer is the first official app to allow easy and elegant access to the hugely popular Daily Prayer 
feed from the Church of England website. It is published by Church House Publishing, the official 
publisher of the Church of England. For more information visit www.chpublishing.co.uk    

Alongside the above: 
I can recommend this companion book highly.  As you can read below, there are a variety of 

contributors who comment on the morning scripture reading for a month.  This brings a change of tone 

and perspective.  I engaged is a fairly robust email exchange with Malcolm Guite over his comments on 

the 8th of January!   

 

At present we are reading our way through the book Hebrews with insightful, thoughtful comments by 

Lucy Winkett.  This can often seem a difficult book with its references to Jewish religious practice but 

she makes it clear and applicable for us now. 

 

Reflections for Daily Prayer is a highly valued daily Bible companion based on the Common 

Worship Lectionary. 

 

Each day, Monday to Saturday, some of the very best writers from across the Anglican 

tradition offer insightful, informed and inspiring reflections on one of the day’s readings for 

Morning Prayer. Their reflections will appeal to anyone who values both the companionship 

of daily Bible notes and the structure of the Lectionary. 

 

For every day (excluding Sundays) of the 2019/20 church year, there are full references and 

a quotation from the day’s set of Scripture readings, a concise but challenging commentary on the readings and a 

collect. 

 

In addition, the book includes a simple order for morning and night prayer, an introduction to the practice of daily 

prayer by Bishop John Pritchard and a guide to reading the Bible reflectively by Bishop Stephen Cottrell. 



Some other reading?      
Christian publishers SPCK have some recommendations for 

uplifting reading during the crisis. First up is Terry Waites 

book of poems and reflections “Out of the silence”. This is 

from Chapter 2 and is entitled “Evening”. 

 

 

As I sit in the calm of the evening, I am reminded yet 

again, that I am in the final stage of mortal life. I don’t 

feel in any way morbid about this, simply grateful 

that I am in good health and able to enjoy these latter 

years. Across the years I have brushed with death 

many times and in the years spent as a captive it was 

my daily companion. I cannot say that I was, or am, 

afraid of death for it is inevitable and a part of life 

itself. We die and the atoms that constitute our body 

are redistributed throughout the universe from whence 

we came. Ashes to ashes. Dust to dust. 

Here are some other book suggestions. 

 

 

The Way of St Benedict: Eight blessings for Lent by Laurentia Johns     

‘For any who long for more order, peace and joy.' Stephen Cherry, Dean, King's College Cambridge 
 

Our world badly needs Christ's light and peace. One way to bring these blessings to 
one another is to attend to our own hearts and to learn to live well.  
 
Living Lent well involves turning back to God to receive his blessing. In this deep and 
practical book, a guide for Lent and the rest of the year, Sr Laurentia distils the sixth-
century Rule of St Benedict as a series of blessings. Closely based on Scripture, the 
Rule highlights that the whole of life has a Lenten character and points to a joyful 
eternity.  

This accessible guide also includes ideas for reflection and action at the end of each chapter.  

 



The Wind, the Fountain and the Fire by Mark Barrett     Scripture, and especially the Book of Psalms, 

has always formed the substance of the daily prayer of Christian monks and nuns. Monastic men and 

women spend more time among the scriptures each day than in most other 

activities. How do such regular interactions with the texts of the Old and New 

Testaments help us renew our Christian imaginations; how might these 

reflective encounters enable all of us to discover the wind of the Spirit, the 

fountain of living water and the fire from which God speaks, within the printed 

pages of our Bibles? 

 

In The Wind, the Fountain and the Fire, Mark Barrett, a Benedictine monk of 

Worth Abbey, offers a Lenten pathway through scripture, opening the gateway of sacred imagery as a 

mode of prayerful reflection. For each week of Lent he has selected a different image: the Dust; the 

Mountain; the Well; the Light and the Tomb. In these richly imagined biblical symbols we are invited to 

find keys which can unlock both our experience of scripture and our understanding of our own hearts. 

 

Caption Competition 
Readers of the Church Times will know this regular feature, it usually involves pictures of church in odd situations 

often with equally odd clergy – the person who supplies the funniest caption wins a box of chocs... regrettably 

lockdown prevents me supplying anything other than a virtual box.  But I welcome your contributions!    Bob 

came and helped me with a bonfire.  ‘Mad Rector overdoes the incense?’ 

 

 

 

 



If you are bored – here is a diversion.  How many nursery rhymes can you identify – answers at the end, 
don’t peek! 

T T L S  

P P T K O  

T G O D O Y  

I W S C U T S  

S S M A P  

M M Q C  

L M M S O A T  

L B I F D  

O M H W T T C  

H D S O A W  

C C M M S  

D D D M S J  

H W G R T M B  

P G T W  

H D D T M R U T C  

L B P  

S A S O S  
 

If you have made it thus far... well done! 

It would not be ‘church’ if we did not end in prayer.  I am indebted to Michael Conlon for this prayer which he 
wrote in preparation for the intercession he was due to lead this Sunday. 

A prayer in time of the pandemic 

Almighty God, Creator of all things, 
in whose hand are all the corners of the earth. 

Have mercy, we pray, on all your people. 
Guard and protect us against this pandemic. 

Grant wisdom and resolve to our government. 
Pour down your healing grace on all the sick. 

Comfort and succour those who mourn. 
Strengthen and protect our doctors and nurses, 
and all who work in hospitals and care homes. 

Guard and preserve essential workers, 
and all who support their neighbours. 

Inspire, with your Holy Spirit, all scientists 
working tirelessly for treatments and vaccines. 

Give solace, we pray, to those in isolation, 
assuring them of your promise that all who call 

upon your Holy Name are never alone. 
We ask this for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

Our Lord, from whom all healing waters flow 
Amen 

 



 

T T L S Twinkle twinkle little star 

P P T K O Polly put the kettle on 

T G O D O Y The grand old Duke of York 

I W S C U T S Incy wincy spider climbing up the spout 

S S M A P Simple Simon met a pie-man 

M M Q C Mary Mary quite contrary 

L M M S O A T Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet 

L B I F D London bridge is falling down 

O M H W T TC Old mother Hubbard went to the cupboard 

H D S O A W Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall 

C C M M S Cobbler cobbler mend my shoe 

D D D M S J Diddle diddle dumpling my son John 

H W G R T M B Here we go round the mulberry bush 

P G T W Pop goes the weasle 

H D D T M R U T C Hickory dickory dock the mouse ran up the 
clock 

L B P Little Bo Peep 

S A S P S Sing a song of sixpence 

  

 

 

 

 


