
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Hamsey with Offham (“APM”),

held in the Church Hall on Wednesday 24 April 2019

The APM commenced at 7.30 pm with a welcome from Roland Gough, Churchwarden.

Judith Egar, Rural Dean, opened the meeting with a prayer.

The APM was attended by 18 people. There were no apologies for absence.

The Minutes of the APM held in 2018 were approved and signed.

The Electoral Roll

Jenny reported that in 2018 there were 209 on the Electoral Roll.
In 2019, however, there are only 122. This reduction in numbers was due in part to people who were not 
regular attenders having being erroneously recorded in the past. There was clearly a need to increase 
numbers.

Pamela thanked Jenny for updating and correcting the roll.

Election of Churchwardens

Roland Gough and Pamela Conlon were proposed and duly elected.
Judith Egar thanked Roland for all his hard work as Churchwarden over the last year.

Chairman’s Report

Roland noted that it is now over 15 months since we have mapped our own course and have come out of it 
much more united and stronger. The future is still uncertain and we will be advertising again for a new 
incumbent on 26 April. Let us hope that we are more successful this time. Let us also hope that we have 
someone in place by Harvest 2019. We keep hoping and praying.
Thanks to the Bishop of Lewes for the Christmas Day service, the Archdeacon for Easter and Judith for Palm
Sunday, a Christening at Hamsey and some Hamsey Evensongs. She is always at the end of the phone for 
advice, such as granting permission to erect headstones.
We must not forget the retired clergy who are willing to come and take our weekly services along with the 
organists and the choir who keep us in tune.
My sincere thanks to all of you. We seem to have evolved a system where everyone knows what their job is 
and willingly sets out to do it including Robert who sweeps the porch each Sunday.
I do not want to mention people individually because we are all one unit and trust one another to play their 
part.

Thank you again. I look forward to working with Pamela, our new churchwarden.

Churchwarden’s Report

Roland said there was not much to report. At long last the chancel will be repainted, in the existing colour, 
thanks to the generosity of Martin Armstrong.  
Many thanks to Bob Doran who has kept the grass mown around Offham Church and at Hamsey.
Thanks also to the Friends of Hamsey Church for looking after the fabric of the Church.
The Hall continues to play its part. There are several weekly bookings: Judith Bastide is to be thanked for 
keeping Toddler Tunes going.
We still have to think about the Quinquennial on Offham Church and decide as a PCC what we can afford 
and which work to prioritise.
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The Interregnum

There followed a discussion about the clergy vacancy. Pamela provided an update on the possibility of early 
retirement by the Rector of Plumpton. It is in the hands of the diocese.
Judith Egar explained the current position, concluding that it is very unsatisfactory. We are looking for 
someone who can fill a House for Duty post and who can step down when a permanent person comes up.

Treasurer’s Report 

Andrew presented the Key Figures from the 2018 accounts.
The overall income was £46,491 which fell to £36,103 when certain expenditure was deducted. The overall 
outcome would be a small surplus of £714.
Returns on investments were down.
We received gifts of £5,000 from Goldman Sachs and £500 from Michael Bell.
The Debenham Endowment (for the upkeep of Hamsey and ministry costs of the overall parish) stood at a 
little above £100,000. The Baldwin reserves were £83,926.
The main income derived from collections, planned giving and investments.
The main expenditure was the Parish’s Contribution to the Diocese.
Receipts from the Parish Giving Scheme were £1,000 less than last year. 12 people are members of the 
scheme.

Roland formally proposed adoption of the accounts, seconded by Pamela.
Knill James, auditors, were thanked for their work (which they perform without a fee) and were re-appointed
as auditors.  

Hamsey

Caroline reported that in 2018 five services of Evensong were held in the summer months and a Christmas 
Carol service (which was well attended). In addition, on 9 June 2018, the Friends organised a very successful
evening of prose, poetry and music to commemorate the end of World War I. The Musicians of All Saints 
gave two summer concerts and the usual service of Compline took place in early June. Weddings and 
baptisms continue to be held at the Church.

The Friends are continuing to open the Church for visitors regularly at weekends and on most weekdays. 
Judging by the comments in the visitor’s book, this has been very well received. There is now a key box 
located at Hamsey Farmhouse, by kind permission of Jane Andrews.

Work is under way to assess the condition of the exterior and interior church walls and whether there are any 
surviving wall paintings.

Deanery Synod

Brenda said that we had been represented at three out of the four meetings of the Deanery Synod but noted 
that, since Cynthia’s death, we need a third representative.

Caroline volunteered to be the third representative until the elections in June, which was approved.

Brenda noted that the present strategy was launched in 2015. Its purpose is to keep everyone up to date with 
church matters e.g. attendances at services, which services to encourage people to attend etc.
We are the only church in our Deanery in Interregnum.
Family Support work consists of a team (practitioners) who are qualified to help families or individuals who 
have problems, especially mental health problems.  
The emphasis was now on safeguarding. PCC members working with children and vulnerable adults should 
take this as a serious responsibility. Visiting clergy should have DBS clearance. We have to be constantly 
aware of ensuring that our church pays appropriate attention to potential threats to visitors, vulnerable adults 
and children.
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Safeguarding

Chris said there was nothing to report as there are no children in Sunday School. Nor are there any 
vulnerable adults.
It was pointed out at the meeting that on the Chichester website there is a link to Safety Policy.
We should be receiving a Safeguarding handbook which is to be left in church.
We need to formalise the hiring agreement with Judith running Toddler Tunes.

Monday Club 
 
It was noted and agreed that Caroline and Judith Bastide to sign a formal hiring agreement.

Health and Safety

Dave has not identified any health and safety issues.

Pamela noted that our Health & Safety policy need to be regularly reviewed. 

Election to the PCC

Fiona and Janice offered their resignations. Fiona will continue to book organists until September.

The following are the elected members of the PCC.
Pamela Conlon, Dave Glover, Beth Bates, Andrew Featherstone, Ursula Hare, Jenny Money, Phyll 
Burchett, Diane Costall, Chris Glover, Roland Gough, Brenda Gough, Rachel Brown, and Caroline 
Featherstone

Andrew was elected as Treasurer and Diane was elected as Secretary.

AOB

Pamela suggested reactivating the standing committee (comprising the two Churchwardens and the 
Treasurer) to discuss any issue requiring immediate resolution. This was agreed unanimously.
Caroline raised two urgent matters to be dealt with by the standing committee.
A fourth member is also needed. Andrew proposed Caroline who was duly appointed.

Beth is the liaison person between the Church and Hamsey School.

More sides persons need to be appointed.

Next PCC Meeting

The date of the next PCC meeting is Wednesday 5 June at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm with a prayer.
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