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Easter Day 
Greeting 

Dear	friends	of	St	Peter’s	church.			It	
is	with	great	joy	in	Christ	that	I	greet	
you	as	we	celebrate	the	Resurrection	
of	Christ	this	Sunday		
Easter	Day	is	the	day	on	which	all	
ought	to	receive	Holy	Communion	in	
church.		It	is	especially	poignant	that	
we	cannot	do	this.		You	may	like	to	
mark	this	day	by	lighting	a	candle	at	
dawn	using	the	following	prayer:	
Christ	yesterday	and	today,	the	beginning	and	the	end,	Alpha	and	Omega,	all	time	
belongs	to	him,	and	all	ages;	to	him	be	glory	and	power,	through	every	age	and	for	ever.	
Amen.	

(The	Eucharist	Liturgy	is	placed	at	the	end	of	this	service)	

Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Hymn:   1 Love's redeeming work is done; 
fought the fight, the battle won: 
lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er, 
lo, he sets in blood no more. 

2 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ has opened paradise. 

 

3 Lives again our glorious King; 
where, O death, is now thy sting? 
dying once, he all doth save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 

4 Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following our exalted Head; 
made like him, like him we rise; 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies.! 

 

5 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to thee by both be given: 
thee we greet triumphant now; 

hail, the Resurrection Thou 

 



 
As we prepare ourselves to read the words which tell of the mighty works of God in our 
behalf, we pause to remember before God how often we fail to live in the truth of 
Christ and to ask for forgiveness and strength and especially that we may know His 
peace at this time. 

Invitation to confession 

Let us call to mind our sins.  

Confession 

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
May the God of love and power 
X forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Collect 

Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory. 
 
God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 



for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
All   Amen. 
We say the words of the Gloria for the first time since Ash Wednesday 

Gloria 

All   Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Old Testament reading 

Exodus 14 10-end 
10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to 
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die 
in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the 
very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 But 
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the 
LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never 
see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
15 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. 16 But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, 
that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over 



Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18 And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his chariot drivers.” 
19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 
them. 20 It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 
there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a 
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 
22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, 
all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch the LORD in 
the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian 
army into panic. 25 He clogged[a] their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. 
The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them 
against Egypt.” 
26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water 
may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 
the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters 
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left. 
30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. 
So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

New Testament reading 

Romans	6	3-11	(NRSV)	
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 



again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  Alleluia. 
 

Gospel reading 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

The	Resurrection	of	Jesus	
28 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he 
has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and 
tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,[b] and indeed he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the 
tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you O Christ. 

Reflection 

Of the many accounts in the gospels of Jesus resurrection appearances, I would like to 
think with you about the rather strange account of the disciples on the road to Emmaus.   
(Luke 24.13-35) 

Two friends of Jesus are making a dispirited trudge home from Jerusalem to Emmaus late 
on Saturday evening.  They discuss the momentous events surrounding the crucifixion of 
Jesus the previous day; their dreams shattered at the place of the skull “We had 
hoped...we had hoped... what fools we have been.” 

Now it is all confusion, and rumours and fear.   They had left the other disciples in 
Jerusalem hiding behind locked doors for fear the Jews would, hunt them down believing 



they had stolen the body.  For the body had gone!  And the women’s story seemed to 
them as pure nonsense. 

Along the way a stranger falls in step with them.    

Perhaps they were suspicious of 
him at first, especially as he 
immediately questions them. 
“What are you discussing?” 

They stop and begin to question 
him, “Surely you know these 
things”? 

“What things?” 

And they tell the whole deal to 
Jesus ... 

Who listens...  

The Emmaus story is full of questions, not least why didn’t Jesus reveal himself to them 
immediately as he did to Mary and the other disciples?   Why were their eyes ‘kept’ from 
recognising him? 

Could it be that Jesus wanted to hear it all?  

To hear their story, their broken hopes and their fears? 

He listens before he speaks.    

Then starting with the ancient scriptures from Moses and all the Prophets, he explains to 
them what was said in concerning Himself.  

Later they will say “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 
road and opened the Scriptures to us?”   

*** 

Could it be that Jesus also wants to hear your story, my story? 

Our broken hopes, our disappointments, our anger, our exhaustion, depression, 
loneliness; our weaknesses, our frustrations and fears.    

Do we draw back from ‘telling it like it is’, feeling that we really should not ‘say that’, 
‘think that’.  All of which is ridiculous because Jesus knows ‘the thoughts and intentions 
of our hearts’.   Read the Psalms and you will see that the writers certainly did not hold 
back from saying what they really felt.   



He is not shocked or disappointed in us when we express what is basically our humanity.   
In fact, I think it is only when we are absolutely honest and stop trying to be what we 
really are not, that we ‘clear the decks’ of pretence and are in a position where we can 
begin to hear. 

In this present appalling world situation so much of what we had planned, hoped for, 
expected – has simply gone.   We exist in a place of ‘not knowing’.   

So much that anchored our lives is removed.  They talk about a ‘new normal’, but this 
isn’t normal.  And it is OK to express how we feel. 

And what will we hear? 

I think it will be much the same for us as it was for them. 

Starting where we are – where we really are and not where we pretend to be – Jesus 
Christ will open our minds and warm our hearts.    

To assure us that we are, and always have been, profoundly loved.   That His resurrection 
reassures us that there is something greater and beyond our narrow perception of our 
being. 

**** 

When they reach their home He makes as if to go?  Why?   Was He waiting for their 
invitation?  Was He all the time wondering if they had understood? 

But they press him to stay, this stranger who has warmed their hearts and stirred hope 
and faith in them. 

And it is as He sits with them in the simplicity of their home... 

Having broken open to them the scriptures, He now takes bread and breaks it and gives it 
to them. 

Bread that is more than bread, bread that is life. 

He vanishes from their sight – but that is no matter for now they know and leaving 
everything they retrace their steps – now they are almost running - in the dark - 
breathless with bewilderment - indescribable excitement  – “is it true, did not our hearts 
burn, did we really see what we saw?’ – yes, yes”! 

*** 

This story is so real, so simple, so domestic and so probable.    

Can we not just imagine it happening to us?    

And yet it does, it is just that sometimes we do not recognise Him. 



The absence of our usual actively gives us opportunity to reconnect; with ourselves and 
others, with the earth and the natural world, with our faith in Christ.  It is in that stillness 
that we can be more attentive.   We can speak and tell our story and listen. 

Awake!  Listen for the words of Truth and Life for they may come to you from the most 
unexpected sources. 

 Intercessions 

The coming weeks and months will demand a lot; we will have to dig deep into our inner 
reserves of courage, wisdom, and selflessness.   We will find strength and compassion 
that comes from Jesus the Christ that will keep us from despair and fear. In the power of 
the Spirit and in union with Christ, we pray to God our Father. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and 
distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low.  
Help us to have peaceful courage trusting that neither life of death can separate us  
from you.   
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, and to care for those in need as if 
we were caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, to 
tend the sick, and to assure the isolated of our love and care.   
 

Be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. In their loneliness, be their 
consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light.     
 

We pray for those who have died and for those who mourn them – asking that they may 
know your comfort and peace. 
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us. 
 

Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience to all who are caring for the sick, and 
your wisdom to those searching for a cure. Strengthen them with your Spirit. 
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us. 
 

And we pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ: 
We are not people of fear: we are people of courage.  
We are not people who protect our own safety:  
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.  
We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity.  
We are your people God, giving and loving,  
wherever we are, whatever it costs 
For as long as it takes wherever you call us.  
Lord in your mercy   Hear our prayers. 



The Blessing 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 
 
With the risen life of Christ within you, 
Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia 
 All   Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia 
 

1 Alleluya! Alleluya! 
Hearts to heaven and voices raise; 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise: 
he who on the cross a victim 
for the world's salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 
now is risen from the dead. 

3 Christ is risen, we are risen! 
Shed upon us heavenly grace, 
Rain, and dew and gleams of glory 
From the brightness of Thy face, 
That we, with our hearts in heaven, 
Here on earth may fruitful be, 
And by angel hands be gathered, 
And be ever, Lord, with Thee. 

2 Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 
of the holy harvest field, 
which will all its full abundance 
at his second coming yield: 
then the golden ears of harvest 
will their heads before him wave, 
ripened by his glorious sunshine 
from the furrows of the grave. 

4 Alleluya, Alleluya! 
Glory be to God on high! 
To the Father, and the Saviour 
Who has gained the victory! 
Glory to the Spirit, 
Fount of love and sanctity! 
Alleluya, Alleluya 
To the Triune Majesty. 

Let nothing disturb you 
Let nothing frighten you 

All things are passing 
God never changes 

Patience obtains all things 
Who possesses God lacks nothing 

God alone suffices.      
Teresa of Avila 



The Eucharist 
Prayers at the Preparation of the Table 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.  Amen. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you 
All               and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All              We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All              It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you 
because you raised him gloriously from the dead. 
For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us, 
and has taken away the sin of the world. 
By his death he has destroyed death, 
and by his rising to life again he has restored to us everlasting life. 
We have been crucified with Christ, 
and live his risen life, to praise you for ever with angels and archangels. 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed X  is he who comes in the name  
of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me X 

  
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks;          



he gave it to them, saying: 
  

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the  
forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me X 

  
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and  
glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
 Great is the mystery of faith: 
All       Christ has died, Christ is Risen,  
  Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we receive you by faith, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise. 
All          Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

All   Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name: 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass  
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 



the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats of this bread will live for ever. 
All   Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 
 

All    Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Prayer after Communion 

God of Life, 
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection 
have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
grant us so to die daily to sin, 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 
 
All   Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Blessing 
 


