
Minutes of the St. Peter's Offham PCC meeting of January 3, 2018, held at the church hall, 7:30 pm. 

 

Present:  Fr Derek and Judith Bastide, Roland and Brenda Gough, Rachael Brown, Beth Bates, Andrew 

and Caroline Featherstone, Christine and David Glover, Ursula Hare,  

Phyllis Burchett, Fiona Reece, Andrew Stewart-Roberts, Diane Costall.  Also present was Sharon Plumb, 

Andrew's helper. 

Apologies:  Janice Doran 

Coffee and tea were handed around and members were welcomed by Fr Derek. The meeting opened with 

a prayer.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed.  The summation of the session held 

with Archdeacon Martin, Oct. 30, 2017, 

was also approved. 

 

Treasurer's Report - Andrew Featherstone 

The treasurer handed out a general outline of the Church's present financial situation together with two 

attached spreadsheets giving a breakdown of the various items of income and expenses showing the 

figures for the budget of 2017,  and the actual figures for that budget.  The variance in the figures for the 

different areas in the budget were,  

helpfully, printed in red to show us in the clear and in green to indicate a deficit.  (Report available on 

request.). The proposed 2018 budget as outlined was approved by the PCC.  The treasurer advised the 

meeting to consider that we are some £1000 shy of income to outgoings and that more needs to be raised 

through collections and planned giving.  Warden Rachael indicated here that the facilitation and clarification 

of planned giving was in hand.  It was agreed that a narrative report was needed and Rachael said she 

would be looking to do that.  Andrew also reported that "Churches together in Lewes" was asking the 

parish for its contribution of some £40.  It was agreed by members that, as we have no participation in their 

various events,  we would not pay the requested contribution. 

As to outgoings, a point was raised by Warden Roland, that Mrs. Baines, organist, has agreed to play three 

Sundays a month.  She only charges £30 a time, whereas the other organists charge £50. 

 

Church Warden's Report on Church Fabric - Roland Gough 

Since the last full PCC meeting the retrospective faculty for the wall repair and pointing has been 

received.  There were no further costs. 

So as not to be set back by further winter frosts, the buttress work will be done in the spring. 

Volunteer help with the repainting of the chancel and vestry is not permitted without insurance.  So 

professionals will need to be brought in for the work.  As well as seeking an estimate from Philcox, it was 

suggested by Diane and Chris that Malcomb Beard should also be approached.  It was then agreed by the 

PCC that Roland should carry on and get these estimates.   

Hartfields have been contacted about checking the lightening conductor.  This needs to be tested every five 

or six years (at the quinquennial). 

John Wadham was brought in to check all the mobile electrical equipment for safety, including any in the 

hall.  All had passed his tests. 

The five extinguishers have had their annual service and have been updated.  New signs and a stand are 

to be sent for Hamsey Church.  The ones in the hall have been mounted 

on the wall and the water changed in the one over five years old.  Signs with the new regulations are also 

in place. 

 

Update on Hamsey Church - Caroline Featherstone 

The Friends have arranged to open the church for the weekends leading up to Christmas.  The carol 

service was very successful. 

 

Deanery Synod Report - Brenda Gough 

Neither Brenda nor Roland was able to attend the meeting in November, so these points are taken from the 

minutes of that meeting. 

The meeting was held at the Church of the Ascension, Peacehaven. 

The incumbent, Rev. Tim Mills gave a review of how through the United Benefice of  

Peacehaven, Telescombe Cliffs with Piddinghoe the church community is growing in numbers, enrolment, 

leadership, discipleship, and commitment. 

Telescombe Village are still advertising for an associate vicar. 

The treasurer reported that now each church will pay its own insurance premium direct to the insurers and 



is not included in the PMC. 

The Rural Dean, Judith Egar's report included vacancies in the Deanery at Alfriston,  

Laughton, Ripe and Chalvington although they may be sorted now as then in November they were 

interviewing a possible incumbent.  She also included ourselves at that point. 

The retired Rural Dean, Geoff Daw, from Kingston is rather poorly, so they may need help for a while. 

The next meeting will be held at St. Michael's, Lewes, on Monday Feb. 12.  The Goughs will be away but 

Brenda said it would be good if we had a representative there to observe.  Beth Bates offered to stand in at 

that time and that was agreed. 

 

Safeguarding - Judith Bastide and Chris Glover 

The Parish Safeguarding Officer head recruiter is now Chris Glover.  The handover has been ratified. 

We must annually reaffirm by signing the security form that we are doing the right thing. 

Chris will sign in the meeting.  The form will be given by the Rector to the Wardens from 

Jan. 15, 2018. 

The Parish Child Protection Policy Statement was signed by the Rector and  Wardens at this meeting 

The PCC , at Rachael's prompting, acknowledged the official handover to Chris, by thanking Judith for 

handling this matter so efficiently. 

 

Judith handed round copies of a summation of areas where she has organised heretofore with the final 

arrangements of who is to do what. (A copy is available for consultation).   The headings are:  next hall 

user after Sunday, Sunday School rota and stock, Church hall bookings, organist, Hamsey News, 

occasional services, Sunday Services rota ( readers, intercessors, sidespeople).  She also included on this 

sheet names that had been omitted from the rotas. 

 

Rachael's spreadsheets of duties and responsibilities for the interregnum period were reviewed and a copy 

was handed to each member.  A few more names were added to the sheets:  hymn no’s will be put up by a 

sidesperson;  Chris to arrange milk and biscuits for coffee;  Diane to arrange for the supply of coffee, tea, 

washing up liquid, etc.;  the coffee person of the day to turn on the urn at 10:00 am;  Chris and Ursula to 

see to the washing of the tea towels;  Judith to supply the Sunday School stock. 

Rotas:  Judith to manage the church hall booking until Easter;  Chris to see to events;   

Judith will do the report for the Hamsey News until further notice;  Brenda to oversee the coffee sign up 

list.   

 

Thanks were given to Bob Doran for mowing the lawn and for cleaning the porch. 

 

Dates: 

The Rector's final service,  Jan 14, 2018 

After service short meeting to review finances, Feb 25, 2018 

After service general meeting with congregation, Feb 4, 2018  

Next meeting, the AGM, Apr 25, 2018 at 7:30pm in hall with PCC meeting to follow 

 

The meeting closed with the Grace. 


