
 Annual Parish Church Meeting       April 19, 2017 

 

The meeting was opened with a prayer. 

 

Present: 

Derek and Judith Bastide, Roland and Brenda Gough, Rachael Brown, Beth Bates, Andrew and 

Caroline Featherstone, Dave and Christine Glover, Diane Costall, Phyl Burchett, Bob and Janice 

Doran, Ursula Hare, Fiona Reece, Jenny Money, Cynthia Orwell 

 

Apology: 

Andrew Stewart-Roberts 

 

Elections of Churchwardens 

Roland Gough and Rachael Brown were re-elected as churchwardens. 

 

Electoral Roll Report.           Judith Bastide 

The total number on the current roll is 192. 

Welcome was extended to Francis Annette and Cynthia Orwell, new members of Offham Church 

and now on the roll. 

 

Treasurer's Report:                Roland Gough 

Roland presented his 19th and final report.  He first talked through the Financial Statements for the 

year ending 31 December 2016.  (Available on file).  The total expenditure for 2016  £38,822.  The 

balance for the General Account in 2016  £153, 361.  He states that in his time as treasurer he has 

handled over £500,000. 

The signatories at present on Barclays Bank can be any one of three:  Treasurer, Rector, or 

Churchwarden.  There are many previous authorised signatories which need removing. 

 

Churchwarden's  Report:              Roland Gough& Rachael Brown 

New light bulbs have been fitted in the church. 

There is approval form the Archdeacon for new hinges on the tower door.  They will be fitted in July 

or later. 

He has met with Richard Cook about the Quinquennial, but he has not yet received the report for 

Offham.  

Vestry-Brewers have the recommended paint in stock for the chancel.  At £194.68 for ten litres, 1 

litre to cover 10 square metres including VAT.  But there is only one white colour available and at 

present we have two.  It was decided to opt for just this one white.  So he will now apply for a 

faculty. 

Tony Wakely has been asked for details of cement to fix the rawl plugs for the plaque under the 

west window.  A faculty will be applied for as soon as the receipt is received. 

There has been difficulty in obtaining the mixture for the mortar for the flint wall. 

The "disabled" parking sign is back, but needs to be more firmly fixed. 

Southdown Mowing will continue at Hamsey for £150 a time.  For Offham a new mower has been 

bought for £250.  A donation has been received towards it for £125. Mowing will be done by 

volunteers (thanks to Bob Doran who has already undertaken these duties). 

The windows in the hall have been revarnished. 

The thermostat on the water heater in the kitchen has been repaired. 

The cover on the junction box on the east end of the church has become detached and needs to be 

refixed. 

The work on Hamsey Church continues. 

Rachael extended thanks to all the volunteers for their work, in particular to:  Judith for managing 

the rota for readers and sidesmen, the Sunday School, the rota for organists and coffee servers;  to 

Geoff for the choir and to Bob and John Hare for cutting back the shrubbery. 

 

Hamsey Church Report:               Andrew and Caroline Featherstone 

Please see full report for details. 

Fund raising:  open afternoon June 18, 2016 raised £2000;  Julie Nye 's singing workshop, 

£557;  Tamsyn d'Arienzo's dig at Mount Harry, £650;  Christmas Fair at Beechwood Hall, over 



£1,000. 

Post cards and info booklets are now for sale. 

T.d'Arienzo ha set up a website and facebook page. 

There is to be an open afternoon on Sat. June 24 and a concert in July. 

Keybox options are being explored so as to permit daily access to the church. 

A donation has been made to fit a cattlegrid at the entrance to the field where parking will be 

provided. 

Since the establishment of the Friends, in excess of £35,000 has been raised including donations 

from Phyllida Stewart-Roberts funeral but excluding grants.  Approx £1000 spent on printing and 

grant application support costs. 

A grant of £31,000 from the Listed Place of Worship Roof Repair Scheme has been awarded, the 

first payment of £21,700 has been received. 

The roofing work is ongoing and is expected to be completed by mid-May.  Funding from the LPOW 

grant, the LPOW VAT re-imbursement scheme and £20,000 from the Hamsey  Restoration Fund. 

The Quinquennial Report of the condition of the church has been recently received from the church 

architect.  The Friends intend to assemble sensible "packages" of restoration and remedial work 

identified in the report and, in the first instance, use these to support fund raising targets. 

Many thanks were extended to Andrew for all he has accomplished here. 

 

Report on Church Social Life:            Judith Bastide 

Please see full report. 

The Monday Club is ongoing run by Judith and Caroline with the Christmas Lunch provided by 

Caroline, the singing and dancing twice a year with Patsy.  This year has seen a visit by Treacle, a 

medical sniffer dog with her owner who gave info about the work and Shirley Harrap, who 

demonstrated the making of homemade chocolate.  There was also a film show on Sussex Farming 

in the 1950s by Ian Everest. 

Thanks are extended to Janice, Cherry and Meriel, Ursula and Caroline for providing cakes and 

support in running the sessions. 

Toddlers' Tunes is very popular, meeting every Thursday morning and usually has 12 - 15 children 

in attendance. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday in the church hall.  Judith thanks her helpers Angela, Janice, 

Phyl, Ursula and Vicky.  The children present plays during the service for Harvest, Christmas, and 

Mothering Sunday.  There is an Easter egg hunt on Easter Sunday.  Every summer there is an 

outing to Drusillas followed by a tea back at the hall provided by Ursula and Phyl. 

Events held last year:  a pop-up cafe in the hall for Christian Aid week;  a fish and chip supper in 

June for HM's 90th birthday;  the Parish Picnic in July;  coach trip in Aug. to Chichester to see Half 

a Sixpence;  in March a visit by Fleur de Paris Duo in the hall;  the Harvest Supper and New Year's 

Eve Lunch.  Many thanks to Angela, Chris, Janice, Phyl for soup and chutney, and to Roland for his 

soups.  Also many thanks to Ursula for her birthday cakes every month at  after-church-coffee. 

Future dates to note are May 17, buffet lunch in church hall for Christian Aid and Aug. 3 coach trip 

to Chichester for Fiddler on the Roof. 

 

Safe Guarding Report:          Judith Bastide, Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Please see full report. 

The Rector's DBS (formerly CRB) has has its five year renewal.  He also now holds an Enhance 

Licence as per the policy of the House of Bishops. 

Judith received an enhanced certificate in August re her Sunday School supervision and Toddler 

Tunes work. 

Our Parish Child Protection Policy was signed at the PCC meeting on Feb. 6,2017 and copies 

posted in Offham Church porch, the church hall kitchen, and one sent to the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Advisor. 

 

Deanery Synod Report:              Brenda Gough 

Full report available. 

Our two Deanery Synod Representatives are Brenda and Roland Gough.  We as a parish are eligible 

for three reps, but at this meeting there was no take up of the third place. 

Meetings are chaired by the Rural Dean and attended by reps of the House of Clergy and House of 

Laiety.  These serve as a link between the PCCs and the Diocesan Synod. 

The topics  discussed this year were:  Canon Rebecca Sawyer represented and spoke about the 



Dept. For Apostolic Life, concerning the mission for growth and spiritual development;  music in 

churches with a group from Ringmer presenting Taize;  as last year was the year of the Bible, 

Bishop Richard gave a talk explaining how the Diocese is working with the Bible Society to widely 

distribute bibles, and the Diocesan Board of Education has launched a RE project and there are 

traveling roadshows to Brighton Beach and Trafalgar Square and to countries abroad. 

 

Health and Safety Report:             Dave Glover 

There were no new developments to report over the year. 

 

Election of Treasurer and Secretary . 

Roland Gough has resigned from his role as Treasurer.  He was thanked for his many years of 

valuable service and presented with a rosebush. 

Andrew Featherstone was unanimously elected Treasurer in his place. 

Beth Bates was re-elected unopposed as Secretary. 

 

Election to PCC 

No new members were elected. 

As we already have a reliable team of sidespeople, they remain in situ. 

 

AOB 

Through Jenny Money we learn that Vicki Page’s , at Tesco, husband is a structural surveyor who 

would be willing to lend his services, and Tesco can provide refreshment for volunteer workers. 

Rachael will be working with Diane and Jenny to discuss and organise various fund raising events 

to come. 

 

Date of next meeting.       Wednesday   June  twenty three at seven thirty in the church hall 

The meeting closed with prayers. 


