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To arrange baptisms, weddings, blessings, the renewal of marriage 
vows, funerals, sick communion etc. or to discuss any pastoral matter 
during the interregnum, please contact the Churchwardens, Roland 
Gough (01273 486510) or Pamela Conlon (01273 890336) or email: 
stpetersoffham@gmail.com. To arrange hall bookings and provide 
access to Hamsey Old Church during the year, at times when it is 
closed, contact Caroline Featherstone (01273 477151), email: aaf-
caf@usa.net. 
For Hamsey School–Church Liaison, ring Beth Bates on (01273) 
401767. 

 !  
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ST PETER’S CHURCH OFFHAM 

Although St Peter’s is still in a period of interregnum, we would like to reassure everyone 
that, thanks to the willingness of a number of retired clergy – inter alia Martin Sheppard, 
Eric Pollard, Stephen and Elaine Dando and Andrew Wingate – we are still able to hold 
our weekly Family Eucharist and Sunday School and look forward to seeing as many of 
you there as possible! Baptisms, weddings and funerals can also be arranged through the 
churchwardens, Pamela Conlon and Roland Gough (see cover for contact details). 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

Our Remembrance Sunday service will be at 10.30 on 10 November this year. As usual, 
during the service, we will process outside the church to the plaques commemorating 
those from the parish who died in the two World Wars. This year, following the traditional 
laying of the wreaths, the Last Post will be played by 11-year-old Gabriel, a gifted young 
musician on his first official engagement. Do come and support him! 

CHRISTMAS AT ST PETER’S OFFHAM 

This year’s celebrations of Christmas begin on Sunday 22 December at 4 pm with the 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. Do please join us in the Church Hall afterwards to 
raise a glass to the festive season!  On Christmas Day, our traditional Family 
Communion will start a little earlier, at 09.45, and we look forward to welcoming a 
church full of both individuals and families. If anyone needs a lift, please contact Jenny on 
01273 483424, who will endeavour to arrange this. 

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

A very Happy Birthday to our beautiful Church Hall, which celebrates its 10th birthday 
this autumn. Although it had already been in use for several weeks, it was actually blessed 
and officially opened by Archdeacon Philip Jones on 01 November 2009. So many people 
were involved in making the dream of a hall a reality but particular thanks must go, firstly, 
to Beatrice Brooks – for leaving a generous donation towards its construction in her will – 
and, secondly, to Geoff Spinks, for all his hard work in bringing the project to fruition. 

ACTIVITIES IN THE CHURCH HALL 
As well as the usual church activities, Offham Church Hall hosts a number of village activities, 
such as Yoga, Pilates and the Monday Club. The hall is available to hire at a very reasonable rate 
for small events – seating around 40 people max. It has a fully equipped kitchen and toilet 
facilities. Contact Caroline Featherstone on 01273 477151 or email aaf-caf@usa.net for more 
information. 

 
YOGA and PILATES 

The Slow Yoga class is on Tuesday mornings 9.15–10.45 in St Peter’s Church Hall – for more 
details contact Amber Ward on 01273 891595 / 07795170803. The Pilates class is at 7.30 pm on 
Tuesdays in term time. 

MONDAY CLUB 
Monday 11 November  Christmas Craft-Making with Sylvie 
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Monday   9 December  Christmas Lunch at 12.30 pm. Please book a place 
with  
                                                    Caroline (01273 477151) or Judith (07889 281214) 

All meetings are in Offham Church Hall at 2pm and are open to all retired members of 
our community. There is no need to commit to every meeting; feel free to turn up to any 
that interest you. You’ll get a warm welcome from us all. Lifts are always available, just 
contact Caroline on 01273 477151 or Judith on 07889 281214. 

TODDLER TUNES 
This regular music and dance session for 5-year-olds and under meets every Thursday at 
10 am in Offham Church Hall. There will be a short half-term break on 24 and 31 October, 
with sessions restarting again on 7 November. The 50-minute sessions are followed by 
drinks, biscuits and lots of toys to play with. Contact Judith on 07889 281214 for more 
information – or just drop in and enjoy the fun! Newcomers are always very welcome! 

PARISH POPPY ROUND 

Sally Smithson, collector for Cooksbridge for many years, is retiring – enormous thanks for all 
she has done! A new collector is thus needed. Contact Caroline on 01273 477151 or aaf-
caf@usa.net for details. 

HAMSEY HARMONY 
Hamsey Harmony is an informal, fun, monthly a capella singing group to which all are welcome. 
We meet on Sundays in Offham Church Hall, 5.30–7.30 p.m. Cost £6, including tea and cake! 
Next dates: 3 November and 1 December 2019. No auditions or note-reading needed. We 
will also be performing a couple of numbers at the Hamsey Carol Service on 8 December. Do 
come along! Contact Julie Nye on 07972 191932 or see www.julienye.org.  

ST PETER’S CHURCH, HAMSEY 
The ever-popular Carol Service at Hamsey Church will be held this year on Sunday 8 
December at 3.pm. Do remember to bring a torch or candle and a rug, as there is no heating or 
lighting in the church – all part of its charm!  The service will be led by the Rural Dean, the 
Rev’d Judith Egar, who so beautifully led the monthly Evensongs there this summer… The a 
capella singing group Hamsey Harmony will once again perform, both during the service and 
after, outside, to send the congregation on their way home! 

PARISH REGISTER 

Marriage at Hamsey Church 
Saturday 12 October 2019 Gareth James Bladon and Leanne Stephanie May 
Newman 

THANKS are also due, yet again, to Martin Armstrong, whose workforce spent several 
hours clearing the overgrown areas around the church, cutting back the shrubs and getting 
rid of the weeds … thanks also to Caroline for setting this up and supervising it! 
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Finally, our grateful thanks must go to Amanda Sanders, who has kindly agreed to 
distribute the newsletter in Chandlers Mead, Little Mead, Chatfield Close and Station 
Mews. 



Services for November and December 2019  
at St Peter’s Offham and St Peter’s Hamsey 

http://www.offhamandhamsey.org/ 

Unless otherwise stated, all Family Communion services (with the exception of Christmas 
Day) are followed by coffee/tea and cake/biscuits in the Church Hall. There will also be a 

glass of good Christmas cheer in the hall after the Nine Lessons and Carols… 
ALL ARE VERY WELCOME! 

All items for inclusion in the January/February 2020 newsletter should be sent to Jenny 
Money on jennymoney49@gmail.com (or phone 01273 483424)  

by 10 December latest. Thank you! 

Now all we need is a volunteer to deliver the newsletter to homes in Offham !! 
Contact Jenny Money on jennymoney49@gmail.com (or phone 01273 483424) if you 

are willing to help!

03 November Family Communion 
Sunday Club 10.15 in Church Hall

10.30 am 

10 November Remembrance Sunday 
Family Communion 

Sunday Club 10.15 in Church Hall 
Last Post and laying of wreaths

10.30 am 

17 November Family Communion 
Sunday Club 10.15 in Church Hall

10.30 am

24 November Family Communion 
Sunday Club 10.15 in Church Hall

10.30 am

01 December Family Communion 
Sunday Club 10.15 in Church Hall

10.30 am 

08 December Family Communion 
Sunday Club 10.15 in Church Hall 

Hamsey Carol Service

10.30 am 

3 pm

15 December Family Communion 
Sunday Club 10.15 in Church Hall

10.30 am

22 December Family Communion 
Sunday Club 10.15 in Church Hall 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

10.30 am 

4 pm

25 December Christmas Day 
Family Communion

09.45 am 
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